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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Culwre 15 a set of meanmes and values that oreanise human life and a world
view In the hife of each individual and especialiy the (athlul. there are particular
significant and decisive moments [or discerning God's call and embracing the
misston entrusted by Him. Inculiuration enables the tocal church to hve the best of
the tradiion ot her people m a wav that fully mtegrates them within the lite and
message of Jesus Christ,

Naturalh the human person expenences a longing and emptiness thal
comerge 10 A basic ner vearnmy thal prompls what we explam as a religious
experience This experience 15 expressed in a commumiv sharng the same inner ane
that builds a structure of worship. ritwals. ordinances. svmbols. and a relauonship
among members. A people’s Relieton explain and gne a phenomenological
meaning 10 life. explamning what, whn. and how a people do what they do with a
transcendental relationship

Even human culure has a particular religious expresston. This evplams

why. for ins1ance. even alter over hundred vears ot evangelisation of the Mt Kema
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regton. there sull exist traditional sects and a plurahiy of Christian denominations.
The Atnican Bible on the Ground project atiempls to develop a methodology that
explains the essential rehgious values that have tound different expressions in
Alncan cultural stiuattons This 1s m the strict view of” evangelisation from the new
catechism of Christian theology. as “the discrpline that aruculates an understanding
ol the meamng of God 1 our Ines based on an in-depth and svstematic iy estigation
ol both the Chrisuan farth tradition and the lived expenience ol people".\

Marniage. an essential phenomenon ol the human nature. s a concern of the
mission actmity In the process of inculuranon. the Alrican Bible on the Ground
focuses on the human culture. Cultures are deeply rooted in humantty with a witness
of openness 1n a particular expression The locus of the project is o ensure that
Chrisian hving gives meaning o cultural values (hat are essential tenets of a
people’s hfe

This essay considers the sraditional Alrican values of marriage. with special
reference to the ~{erkivu”™ and the people setlled around Namuki town. The sludch
15 based on anaivsis ol the implementation of “the African Bible on the ground
project . The project demonstrates a concrele and new approach to marriage in the
modern sociely. to help people discover Christ n their marriage and famil hife. The
family 15 the cenire of a human communiy and the basic formation of the indnv idual

person
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1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

The church in her mission 1s revisiling the African cullural vatues in the era
ol reformation. in the hght of the Gospel From the pre-formation. (Jer. 1'4) our
being formed and created by God. to the age of formation in which we have receinved
the Chrisuan lwrch [rom the nussionanies. inculluration inthales the age of re-
formation, it which our cultural values are addressed by the mission actinviny.

Mt kema. according to Fr Ravmond. O.8 B. s the monument of God. the
mountan ol transformation 1 has a tremendous cultural and religious sigmlicance
lo the people of central Kemva. According to the Agikuvu, 111 the home of “Near ™
God The locai people relate to 1t with deep reserence. as a sacred realinv. a
mamfestation ¢i the presence of God and the mysternious origin ol the first human
being - “Mugiktnn " Similarly. God lived on Mt Sinai from where He manifested
His mystenes (Ex 3:1).

At the foot of Mt Kema n the Agikuvu beliel. “Neod ™ insututed marnage.
the origin ol the Agthus u people. “Crkaye”™ was instructed and directed on how 1o
establish a fanuh and relate 1o Voo . as he did to Adam. (cf. Gen. 1.27-2%), He
provided a woman. Mumbt - the procreator. to Gikuvu. He prepared the marnage
and a home f{or Gihuvu and his wile Mumbi In the Agikuvu Muthology, “Ngar
instituted both the “Afhare™- Tamilh and the “Mohuwiga 7 He solemmsed the

marnage between the daughters ot Mumbi and the mine voungmen (¢l Gen. 2.18-

Mugthivu _ he person the e ttars per-on

Githuvu Che aneestor
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23)  thus. marnage amony the Agzhuvu 5 divinelh insututed and blessed 10
senerate the human famih. Thus, ™Marriage belongs to the order of creation and 10
~ . - 7 - - . -
the order of redemption™ It has s orin and onentaton in God.
The Atrican Bible on the Ground Project locuses on a wholistic formation of
the person irom this perspective. The project realises the necessan Tact that, even
human group. and socielv. has a value svstem. such that. ~amv discussion of

inculwration demands an understanding of cultural pluralism and of the relationship

between religion and culture™ " Inculturation is the process by which the Gospel
message adopts and expresses wsell within a cultural value structure.

Namvubkt area, marked with a varied ethmic blend and diverse cultural and
religious manifestanon, was onwnally a war zone between the Mou A freedom
lighters and the colomal arnm. The land and part of the house that 1s now the
Benedicune monusten onginally befunged to an army major 1t was donated (o the
Benedicine Monks by Man Radetll. o built a spiritual centre on . (¢f appendix
4). All the people settled in this place migrated from thetr original homes. some as
sennants and workers of the white seitlers and armyv oflicers. while others have
bought land. The Samburu. Meru and Agduvu are the onginal people
geouraphically.

A pastoral msertion and analvses on the influence of this nature of settlement
mdicale thal. the Agthuvu Tanuly and clan stracture has been mterfered with. making

it hard 1o promwete cultural values and voserve ceremonial rituals. There exists an
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urban tvpe of settfement i which indimidualism. and selecled neighbourhoods are
embraced People Ine as indnviduals. and relate according to social classes. and not
as famthes or clans This reality has substanual inftuence on this commumty. which
calls for a new pastoral approach.

The social morality in the study stte does not promote the traditional cultural
and Christian values. with a speciai concem o marnage and lanih hie. due to lack
ol socien support Sexualiy as & lundamental component of personalitv’s. modes off
bemg. and manilestation. ol communicating with others. of feehing. of expressing
and Ining the human love. ts the most corrupted.

Prosutution within Namvuki 1onn and it's emvirons is a realitn . This is
facilitated and promoted by the presence of the Brniush soldiers who come lor joint
militany traming with the Kemvan soldiers. and the Aron and Airflorce barracks next
1o the town. Sexuvality should be ordered to the comugal love of man and woman n
marniage  Fhe phvsical inimaey ol ihe spouses become a sign and pledee of  the
spiritual communton {(C C. C . no 2360

As the Church n Afnca experiences the nevitable Westem cultural
influence due to globalisation. there 1s the delinite increase in passive consumerism.
which has robbed people of their precious cultural values. This promotes other social
issues such as. vioience in fanubies. broken marnages. single parenthood. attlempied
sticide and suictde cases, and abject poyerpy

Alrican cultwral and Christian vaiues are lelt to the aged who are becoming
fewer even other dav The Alrican Bivle on the wround revisits, i an dlustrative

pedagopy . the Amncan values as o way ol utle ol our ancestors. translated and relived

-~
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in the hght of the Gospel as a wan ol hie ot Jesus Chnst. our proto ancestor. This
studv intends 10 anhose the remedies developed and demonstrated on the project 1o

counler the collapsing meaning of the sacrament of matrimons

1.2 THE CHURCH, MARRIAGE. AND INCLLTURATION

The church in her mussion. “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations.
baptise them in the name ol the Father. and of the Son. and of the Holv Spinit.
teaching them 1o obsene all that | have commanded vou.” (Matt 28:19). has the
passionate responsibilily 10 Ive up @ the command and commusston of her masler.
This teaching and command s a child vi'a particular ume, within a cultural context.
but with the umiversal orientation towards diverse global cultures. in a new age. It is
in this reahisauon that the Airican svnod celebrated the incarnation ol the mission
activivan Africa. in the life experience ol even peopie in the African world.

This essay tocuses on mmculluranon as a “process by which a parucular
people respond o the saving word of God and express their respense in their own
cultural torms of worship, rellection. orvamsatton. and lie” ! This 15 10 demonslrate
and clactly 1o the church in our tme that. Ged prepared the African people n a
speaial wav to translate and recen e the Chnstian latth through theie cultures.

Christ’s faithful are incerporated in the church through the sacraments.
According 1o Can. 204, par 1. the Chnstian laithful are those who. inasmuch as they
have been icorporated in Chast through bapusm. are consututed as the people of

God. For this reason. since they hanve become sharers in Christ’s Presthy. Prophetic

A
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and Roval office in thewr own manner. they are called o exercise the mission which
God has entrusted to the Church to fullil in the world. in accordance with the
condttion proper 1o each une.

Marriage. one of the sacramenis. 15 a phenomenon that ts common and
natural 1o all humanity. expressed in dnerse cultural contexts Can. 34 explains.
from a vahd marnage anses a bond belween the spouses which by its very nature s
perpetual and exclusive. Ina Christian marriage the spouses are consecrated (or the
duties and the dremits of thewr state by this special sacrament. This bond between the
male and the female persons ina matrimontal partnersinp s the centre of human hife
ti s perpetual and exclustve factor of the human nature. The Alrican Bible on the
ground project considers marmage as a natural fact ol the human person. hence
presents 1t as the creation ol the word ol God. with a relevant foundation n the
scnpture.

As Pope John Paul li. launched the new evangehsaton for the third

mullenmum. “he mvited bath the lav Christians and the Mintsters 1o turn with

renevwed mferest 1o the Bible™ ™ The Holv Father has a view of inculturation that

must be Tounded on and expressed in the scnipture He savs.

I arder that the wesd of Cod e Be et Joved and pordered and presenved 1 the
hearts of the Lethinle Gk 2 12500 oot <orls must e pade o provide aeess o the
~actd serpiie s Spectfiainy, s shood be done theeigeh 1l o partal transfation of the
Bible mrepared as 'ar o~ oessibie an comoparation weth other charches ad - ecclesaal
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The Atrrcan Bishops  stressed  the 1mportance  of  evangehsation of
mculturation. the process by which Catechesis (akes flesh in the various cultures.
They emphasised inculluration as an urgem prionty i the bife of the particular
churches for a firm tounding ol the Gospel in Africa. Inculturation is a term that
denotes “the presentation and re-expression of the Gospel in terms and forms proper

1 a cullure, a process which resuit i the renterpretation of both. without being

unfarthful to ether™  The Bishops stressed 11 as a requirement for evangehsation
and one of the ureatest challenges for the Church on the continent on the eve of the
third millenmrum. as God s [y

The project has ven refevant and lasting meaming Lo the local Church. Just as

the Pope’'s representatine 1o Kemva said. “This 18 a new wan of underslanding the

Hoh Book™  Mam parbcipants have requested that this “mofriga ™ be called
“The Atnican Bible on the ground :# i vidtuge of Hope ™ Al the village. people get
in touch with therr true cultural sehves. revisil. deline and emphasise their values. At
this village that 1s the project. lile 1s zenerated and promoted. people get formatne
support and exhortation. The project detines and aflirms their identitv. The Afnican
Bibie on the Ground project in the viliage of hope 1s the first ever in Kema 1o take
on a practical implementation ol the church’™s recommendations as far as New
Evangehsation of the Afnican contnent s concerned

The proiect demonstrates the prophetic Chnstian 1eaching found i the
Alrican culiures. and its rooledness m God's revelaton. which 1s minnsic to them.
As Schitlebgechy observes.  “the structural changes which have taken place in the

A Shorter. P vamecizanen and culture, 32

His Facelleney oot tontieer, Febewa 27 200t the project stle
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sociely. . have proloundhy affected the posttion of marriage and family hre The

familh has suiferad a lundamental loss™.  The urban reality of Nam uki 1own that

sels the objectives ot this sudy. has consequentlv altected marnage and familv hite.

1.3 OBJECTIVES TO THE STU DY

The general objective s 1o anahvse the mlluence of the muliethme settlement
nature in Namuke on the cuiturai values of marnage and family dife of the Agihuvu
people

Specilicallv, this study  sets out to evaluate the influence of ~The African
Bible on the Ground Project.” on the inculturation process with relerence to the
Afnican concept ol marrtage. modelled on the Agikuru traditional marriage

The third objectine 15 1o evaluate the project’s witiative 1o empower the
famih through transformational enhichienment as the central basis for am human
community. among the Agithazu

Finallv. the author would tthe to reflect on the effort and vision ol the church
community, in the contest of the ethine eroups i Kemva. i the universal nussion of
the church as God's familv in Afnca This s done in order 10 demonstrale the

theological refevance o the sacrament of marnage on the African setting.
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1.4 JUSTIFICATION OF THE STU DY

God prepares evens peopie m a particular cultural context 10 encounter Him,
He reveals Himself in a special wav v a people i their cultural and historical
expenences. This study and reflecuon 1s a response o the concern ot the whole
church 10 promote indigemsaton by studving and reflecung on even effort of a
Christan communits to realise the process of inculturation.

This essav  and retlection on the project 1s a contribution to the effort of the
Chrisban community  towards inculturaton. in the academic reflections through
examinable practical evaluations,

This s part ol the second phase of the project. 1L s ven imporiant w note
that a yreat effort must be made (o bring out a documented theological anah sis of
what the local church has reahised n pracucal erms

The author’s focus and concentratiun 10 marriage 15 an atiempt 1o document
thes theme (of marniage) to provide study guides for on going formation in marnage
processes and its estabhshment. as well as counselling of fanulies. and benefit other
readers.

The Afncan peopte. called by God to matunty in {aith. have a need and
theretore a right to contestuabze the word of God within their vajue systems with
reference 10 a ssstematic documentation as the current one This study suggests a
wholisuc approach 1o meet people. as tormed by a cultural family in the sacrament

of matnmon
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1.5 METHODOLOGY

The Chrstan world has approached the ssue of inculturation. and
contextualization with a keen interest  I'he focus ol the methodology 1s Lo clanly and
come to the aflirmation that. God crealed the Airican person in his image and
likeness. and has prepared hem her. 1or eternal salvation from the basic human
fanily. 1in the sacrament of matnmony  This s based on the authors pastoral
experience in the study area The people imohed in the project were interviened as

kev informants. usmg a standard interview schedule.

L3.1 KEY INFORVMIANTS

These included the Imiator and director of the project. Fr. Ravmond Tamale.
0SB The sponsurs o the hut on marnage. Mr and Mrs Wachira. and other
contributors to the project Mr. and Mrs. Mathar. members of the the Chrstian
community.

Other respondents included four Small Chnisttan Communities. who take an

)lh

aciive role on the project Chnistians of other denominations. on the )" of october.

a group of 27 members ol the Vethodist Church from Meru: on 12" of Oclober. a
vouth group of 30 members of the Gospel Qut reach Church of Nanvuki, On the 13
the author had 25 members orf the (. M. A from Nven Arch Diocese. More
intormation was ¢hcited from other beneticiartes ol the project such as guests on

retreat (3 Benedicuine Sisters between 7 12 al Oct) and counselling ser ices. all

in the vear 2002, A tape recorder was used with the permission ol the respondents.

Ll



This facthnated the author’s collecuon and analvsis of the detailled information
given

The author ook time on the project site 10 mahke a personal obsenation.
reflecuon. and evaluation. in order o itemahise the facts on the ground This
eflected interences that have been used to make a personal reflection and comment
on the project

The author worked hand n hand with the essav moderator who has observed
heenly the progress of the studv for vudance i the whole work of research and
compilation.  The methodology  adopts a mission  theology  stvle  for  new

evangelisaton

1.3.2 SECONDARY DATA

Inculturation 1s a task of yreat concern lor the church i the new mullenmum,
lo reflect within the specific scope ol the subject marnage. the author has studied
within the wider context of research taking note of and acknowledging the extent
man uther scholars have vone mr ihe understanding ol the same phenomenon rom
theu specitic dispositions.

Works on marriage. especially those Irom the perspectine of inculturation
have been reviewed 1 this essas This has helped and guided the author 10
understand the meaning of concepls. academic emphasis and [ocus in the area of
study  Literature has been reviewed on the church’s understanding of marriage as a
naturai phenomenon hetween man and woman and as a sacrament. These factlitates

an Aflrican Christian theology o' marnage
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1.6 LIMITATIONS TO THE STUDY

Much ot what ts on this project has begun o1l tn a ven simple and practical
way tn consideration of the dehberations ol the Afrnican ssnod. and the works of
mam scholars This 1s the first written atempt on this enormous reality that has
challenged mamy . and has become the centre ol focus tor both scholars and ordinary
personts. Such a piot undertahing has 1its challenges This was attended to through
ltterature review in the same tield

Though the project site s lar trom the author’s Institute of studv. he
managed to move W Namukl dunne the holidays. This allowed him time to take an
active role in the events on the project sile

The blend of cultural groupmes settfed an Namvuhi has several ethnic
languages which the author 15 not tamiliar with. Some bilingual interpreters
comversant with the ethic languages and erther Enghish or Kiswahili facilitated the
mterviens especially: when respondents tound 11 dilficult (o be interviewed in
Kiswahdt or English.

The project 1s shil at the mtam stage and sull adapung 1o the pastoral
situanon. This imphies teaching and conscientising the people. This reflecnon. on the
theme ol the Atncan Chnstian concept ol marriage hinds concrete and authentic

expression i human cullures. as 1s developed in the lollowing chapter.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE AFRICAN BIBLE ON THE GROUND PROJECT

The project comes as the long awaned reahisaton of the wish of Man
Radcliff. who donated this land to the Monastern. This is a spiritual centre. Qur lady
of Mt Kema Monasten_ situated at the foot of Vi Kemva. 4 kilometres from
Namvuhl town. Betore. the centre was a tormation house (or the Benedicting monks.
The centre was ofticially opened on the i of Januan. 1979, The thought to change
this into an meulturation centre came trom Fr Ravmond. O 8.B. betneen 1999-
2otk when the project begun. The project 15 spread on approsximately three acre
land

v 1993 the Ponuficat Bibhcai Commussion tssued a document. fhe
Interpretation of mye Bibie i the Chigren, which recommends thal. “inculturation of
the Bible.. focal Churches have 10 make an effort to comert foreign Biblical form
into another form more closelv comesponding to the culture of their own fand.™
The African Bible on the ground s a pracucal process by which the word of God
meaningluth addresses the cu.lure oi' a people as part of God s plan of sahvation. It
15 a practical expression and demonstraton of the incamate Word of God t our

human cultures  The Alrican person s vunded by the Alrican Bibfe on the ground.

aubine Publications, 0 the ricus juhie. B
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into a personal responce 10 the Word of God and expresses 1t n his or her own
culiural structure

The Alrican Bible on the ground takes on the approach of pre-formation,
formatton. reformation, and transformauon. Pre-formauon (Jer |.4) explans our
veny ongim n God  Belore we were born in a cubturai coment. God knew us and
consecrated us.  As a cullural peopie. in a process oi Lath formation. we have been
formed by missionaries m the Chnstian faith, The reformation is the period of
inculturation in which the local church 1s expressing her responce to Christanity in
her own cubturai 1orms of worship. reflection. organisation. and hie. An incarnation
ol the word of God in the cultures that 1s 10 bring about active holiness in a process
of' translormatton. The project seehs 10 remind us of the cultural values and

tradittons that we are part of, in the wider context of Divine Revelation,

2.1 THE INITIATIVE

The cultural form of worship. reflection. oreamsation. and life lorms a
liturgicai structure in which this mner awe 15 expressed ~In order that the sacred
hturgy may produce iy full elTect. it is necessan thai the faithful come to it with
proper disposition. that their thoughts maich their words. and that thev co operate
with Divine grace ) By the exhonation ol the Kenva Episcopal conlerence. Fr.
Raymond came up with an idea. which he shared with his local church community.
They set out 10 find a new methodolog of proclaming the word of God 1o the

people n practical. relesant. and stiustraoy e demonsiranon. by mterpreting the daily

.
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fife events. which express a common shared human experience. within the resvealed
word of God

The Chnsttan community agreed that the matrimomnal life needed pastoral
allentton  The sacrament of matmmom and {amily Qife touches and addresses the
ven basic meaning to be human. Ior an individual belongs to at least one [amily in
the life ime. Mr. Solomon Wachira ollered to sponsor the building up of a locally
set_hut in which marnage and familv counselhing could take place. This was the
beginning ol the project. Currently. other Organisations and Religious congregations
are offering to sponsor the bwiding of a hut or something else. as the project
expands into addressing other aspects of human living

The iniiative the local Chnstian community has taken is within the universal
mitatne of the church. 1o express and coot the Christan message within the local
perspecine ol every laithfui i even culiure. The project attempts to provide
contextualized gospel message through practuical presentauon ol the Bibie on the

ground. to meet profound human needs

2.2. THE BIBLE ON THE GROUND

The Atrican Bible on the cround atempts (o present African expressions.
imagenies. elements ol culture and tradonal rehigtous tdeas. as essential human
aspects for sabvation, transformed by the Grace of the Word of God.

The Bible vn the ground expresses i illustraiton a meaningful relation of the
African Bible to an Alncan context today. For a more sentous and elaborate use ol

the Bibie. the project provide Chnsuan communities and famiies with enriched
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cultural values interpreted within the Chnistian values. The Afrnican Bibie on the
ground ollers a realisuc and dyvnamic abiliv to interpret the word of God i Tamiliar
terms (o the local Chrisan communities. The power of the word of God brought
[orth the earth. vut of which the human person was fashioned. (Gen. 2.7).

The Bible on the ground aims al concretising into lived experience, the
relabionship between humankind and the word ol God. By these it [ocuses towards
the glorous redemption. by the ven fact of the mearnatron of the Word of God into
our human nature. «t John 1 i1} VMarriage as a cuitural pehnomenon 1s a prachial
ssmbolic expression of the covenantal love of God to the people. The Alrican Bible
on the ground 15 laid 0 two major phases. the Bible therapy and the Alrican village

as 1s elaborated beliow. in our studs. focussed on marnage.

2.3 BIBLE THERAPY

The opportumues and dangers oi' imvoly ement 1n the contemporan reality of
marnage present the church with a chaltenge 10 which she 1s bound to respond to in
her preaching and pracuce. The Bible 15 a power thal transforms a person. the
family. and soctets. It 15 the mind of God addressing the state of a person within the
establishment of marrrage. as a way ol saivaton. that brings eternal happmess to the
couple. Thus. the Bibte 15 to be read m the famih for wisdom. and practsed for
holiness 1t contains iight to direct spouses. and Tood to support them in thetr
discernment. 1t 1s thetr gurde on their journes 10 2 hoh tameh and the pilgnims” stall
o support thent in ther matramomal commitment Chrrst our saviour as the ultimate

revelation of God's love Tor the warld tJn 6. 14y is the grand subject. The famuls is



unvtted to read (o carelully. drequentiv and pravertudiv (o 111 the memon and rule the
hearts. for they are part ol this stor . the family ol God.

The communon ol the love between God and people. a fundamental part of
the revelation and fatth experience of lsrael. finds meaningful expression in the
marrage covenant. estabhished between a man and a woman. For this reason. the
central word of revelanon. “God {oves his people.” 1s likewise proclaimed through
the tiving and concrete word whereby a man and a woman express their conjugal
love. The concept of Alrican mie of marnage as a process [inds meaningful
expression in the Chnstan noton ol pilgnmage  ~“1n commumon with her Lord. the

church also a messianic people 15 gomg forward towards a future and a binding

W . . .
Ciy s a tourmey from within, a search for mtimate relation. a means of

detaching trom the wumult of things and events, and the discovering ol Christ in their
commitiments  As one searches God to find Him with more sweetness. The Bible
therapy makes marned couples tind Hun and search Him with a greater vigour. for it
addresses thetr concrete lite sttuation

The Bible Therapy brngs marnied couples 1n the understanding that their
way ol fe ts a parucipation wm the whole sotenofouical event of Christ ~As
marnage 15 ven closeh ted 10 the culture in which 1t ts found. whenever the culiure

andergoes stgninicant changes. the msutution ol marnage mavbe sertousiy affected

L

as well”  [n marriage there 1s a mutual surrender of the whole person 1o the other
lor Itle. Hence. the Bible therapy iminites the couple to understand the many

chalienging life situations the famuly 1s laced with, Christ managed all these through
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hts commumity and in praver As o commumity they wiii fearn to accept themsels es.
emph themsehves (n sell=sacrilice to one another. and in giving the selves to the
communit

The strone message ol Jesus 10 the couples in the Bible therapy on the
project 15 that sou have doubted me enough. excluded me from vour dails
expernience. He invites them to take courage. to surrender whollv and jomn him (o
carn their matnimonial “crosses” to the hiil of hope In hus own passion he reminds
couples that. I sultered. died for vou and sou are sull doubtiul. Hold the cup of
salvation. it it up and drnk from it and 1 will be with vou Lo the end of time. (cf,
Mau 26:28) The therapeuuc process engages and directs couples to emulate Chnist

tn hus mecarnate itte. as a union ol communon in God

2.4, THE AFRICAN VILLAGE

The Alncan Bibie on the ground project assumes the Agikuvu traditional
structure ol families - mburr. forming a clan — momrigo. or village. Matrimony.,
which s both a tradinonal me o passage and as a Chnistian sacrament. has the
general onentanon o commumts life lhe personal response of an individual 1s
reached m reiatton 1o a particuiar commumty within the social lile in the society

Thus. the “Tamih into which he is born 15 a famuih of onentation and Imer when he

21

marrtes he forms anew tamily  a famih of procreation”
At the project site. there are nime huts bwld m a simple Afnican stvle with

various Afncan decor, that constitute the African village. These form what the
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Agihusu call, “mosmria ” Nine 1y a ven ssmbolic number (o the Agihuvu and
espectalhy in refation to ihe ongins of the societ in marnage. Each hut is a ‘mbart " -
a famih in which values of culiural expentence are analvsed and gnen a Bibheal
reference. The (amih as the centre and ongm of human formation. brings an
individual into communal participation. which tmtiates active holiness.

Among the Agthuvue this structure of Inmg s divinel nsututed. They
believe that ~“AMew  estabhished this soctal structure when he provided the voung
men 10 marn the nme daughters of Mumbr and Gikuvu This svstem helped in the
adminisiratine roles. educational responsibilities. and delined social refationships
among families. A [unctional analvsis will show that these families complement one
another m fhe expression ol the soctal and communal e,

This structural orgamsanon of the sociely 1s not evident in the area of studs.
because Namvuki 1s a multt-ethiic settlement area One of the oldest settiers and ke
informant in the wea. mdicated that ne ene can cliem any prece of land here as
his her ancestral property. because evenvone has moved to this place from some
other place. People have setlled in this place (tom duterent parts of the world -
including Europeans and thus. it o nol possible to talk ol homogenous cultural
practices in a tradinonal set up

The new hope the proiect s grang 1o the people here is that. atthough thev
have lost thetr tradibonat cultural village setiings. they belong 1o the new village. the
new family o God m Afnica, and the new community  that 15, the church of Chnst,
Each hut contams an Atncan cultural concept expiained in the hght ol Christian
values. such as. service. the Alnican meal. praver. and others Thus. 1t addresses a

parucularl situanon of a family withim 2 commumity
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2.5 MARRIAGE AND COMMUNITY LIFE

“Manv different answers have been provided bv various cultures and

socteties throughout the histon of mankind to the question ol the content and

22
meaming of the shared lite o’ man and woman m marriage”™. From the en
begining in mam  duterent wasvs in which marnage has been understood and
practised in the histony ol humar cultures. sexuvalit has alwavs been characierised
by a certain vagueness, openness and flexibilitn . m wiuch case it has to be given
form and defimiron by soctety There s a natural inchnation in mankind to marrv.
which s reahised in the act of human freedom. The Alrican Christian concept of
marriage 15 a journey i the compam of’ God. who initiates it from the siages of
preformation, formaiion. reformation and translormation. and brings it to fulfilment
in Chrst.

The traditional African people contirmed hife already in the mother’'s womb
inmediatels it was concenned As a gesture of appreciation. the indigenous Alrican
community served the expectant mether  this s the preiermation period for the
chid by the socienn. The parenial care 1hus becomes a ps: cholormation in which the
qualines of secuniy. trust, love. and hope are confirmed and instilled 1n the child as
a continuation and deepening of mutuai love. Thus. marriage conlirms the continuity
of the lite of the community

Married hire is a call 10 service. with roles and duties one acquires wiih this

new status m the sociey. Traditonaliy a motier serving a child by bathing it serves
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both the communmity and the chitd. 1or the child does not belong 10 the motber alone
but to the whole communin  this s the tormanon period tor the child tn the
partrcular culture The virtue ol service 15 instiifed i the child who learns service by
serving the communitv. The Atnican Bible on the ground re-directs the child and the
familv 1oward the objectne service or the communinv  this 1s the reformation
peniod for the child in which service 15 objecufied. Christ transforms this service by
the washing of the feet ol the twelve Apostles. who represented the twehve tribes of
Israel. and ashed them 1o go and duo the same

Reconciiiation ts part ol the pie ol the taditonal African community. The
Christian concept of the sacrament ol reconcihation has these elements. the
indvidual. the commumits and the transcendental Through marnage. communities
reconciled and lived i peace Traditonally this 1s one reason why people gave or
recenved girls tn marriage

This study conlirms that marmage belongs 1o the order of creation and
redemption The traditonai Atitean communal meal such as thal at a marnage
ceremom  has elements ol the Fuchanst at the matenal level. The meal. therefore.
ginves us the ordinan requirements ot redemption. As St Thomas savs. Grace builds
on nawure. the Afncan meal at marnaee as a ssmbol ol unis and life. becomes a
nevessan preparation tor salvation The ordinan requerements in the Alrican meal
are transformed mto Divine and regeeming requirements that pomts us 1o the
heavenh banquel

Praver tor an Atrican in the lamuiy selting s a contmuous avareness ol the
presence and (wthfulness ol the Supreme Being in ones” life e\perience.

Tradwonally coupies prmved tor a blessing of ther marnage with a child. The
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Ainican praver has clements ol thanksgiving, petiion Tor the present needs and
prasing for future pians These elements are transformed into saving acts by grace n
the praver of our f.ord. who gave us a formula and words with which to pras 1o our
Father

Alnicans have a strong sense of lamily and that is why the Alrnican svnod
addressed the church in Alnca as God's family  The familv is the basic Christian
church in Afnca Chrisuan communities are a realin in Africa because of the strong
inttuence ol extended tamilv relations. The project is working out a modality in the
pastoral sphere to establish strong lamuls values. The family 1s a place where people
root thewr being. and form idenuties. Gods™ family in Altica ives in communion

with the whole Cathulic Church.

A Mtz obseeal TARRCE IS catight wp s sorld revointion which s so dyname that 1t has
sbinest gor oal of Bunun: coemtral s sorevalution of man as g whole, and. Grerelore. no
People o cotl Ty Gait reEl wielbecton 0% s e Ly i o leman faslon 1 s lotul
clange. b one whyeh arteets all sphicre of Tie e iy s Gre most severeh afleeted

part ol Adrica '

The project wilers seminars. retreats. taiks. o people on different aspects of
file. There s marmage encounter sesstons for couples. familv counselling for
troubled famthes and aiso Tamily support and education. Youth activities through
which they educate vne another o1 receive talks 1rom facilitators on the project. The
proyect also encourages the creaton and tormaton ot small Chrishan communities.
The next chapter outlmes and explams the pastoral response that aims at
reconstructing the digmn ol marriage as a sacrament. and the realisation of a hoh

lamily . considering both tradittonal culturai and the chnistian Gospel values.
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CHAPTER THREE

MARRIAGE AS A PROCESS

Marriage is 2 unnersal soctai institution that defines a sexual relatonship for
the founding of a familv and binds 1t tor the protection and rearing of progens.
Marnage enes torm and acceplance 10 the mating complen in a socety and
promotes the solidartty of the kingship groups that are imvolved in the mantal
matrix - Even sociely has certain rules which regulate sexual practices. thev are
socially determined and i any onven stance depend on a specilic culture. s
demands. and prescriptions.

In all s basic forms. marriage s the approved means for the founding of a
fanuly. The desire for legaitimate ofTspring 1s a primcipie motne for marnage in
everv traditonal soctets  Obviousiv the mutual comfort sought in the married state
includes sanslachon of the sexual needs of the partners as delined and expected mn
the soctetr. The arrnval of a child enhances the emouonal and psvcholgical bives of
the partners. a process through which the mamntenance of a vaiue system is met and
fanuly mstiunon perpetuated

In the traditonal Agihuvu community marniage and tis obligalions occupy a
position of greal importance One ol the fundamental features i the Agthuvu system

of marntage is the desire of exenn member ol the tribe 10 build up his own famhy



group. and by this means to extend and protong his lathers clan. This results 1n the
strengthening of the tribe as a whole.

The Agthwvu regard the phyvsical operauon on the genuals of both sexes as
the starting point for the process of marrtage. It signifies that the individual operated
upon has been gnen all the essential mformation on the laws and customs ol (he
inbe duning the pre-imtiabon ceremomal songs and dance. The form of inumate
contact between voung people s considered nght and proper as the very foundation
of a morailv. physicaiiv and mentalh sound community. It safeguards the vouth
[rom nervous and psychic maiadiustment. These guiding principles ingrained i the
ven hearts of the voung people serve as chechs to sexual promiscuity

The Agihuvu marnage i o process of development. It begins from Lhe time
after imtiation 1 the estabhishment ot a fanly which constitutes a permanent union
between one man and one woman or several women. On stigming the matrimonal
contract. marrage ceases (0 be a personal matter tor it buiids not only the bride and
the groom. bul also thewr kinslolh [t becomes a duty to produce children. and sexual
inlercourse between the man and his wile or wives s looked upon as an act of
procreation and not merely as a gratification of a bodily desire.

Culturaiiv, the desire (o have children is deep rooted in the hearts of both
man and womarn. and on entering mto matnmonial union. procreation s regarded as
their first and most sacred dun. A childless marnage is an abomination 10 the
couple. their parents. and as such a diserace 1o the clan. H ts onlv alter the birth of
the first child that the couple becomes the object of higher regard among their fellow

age mates. Marriage 15 one of the most powerlul means of mamiarning the cohesion
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of the Agihuvu socienn and entoreing a conlormity to the hingship system and the
tribal organizaton without which there 1s no social life,

From the ltterature on what vartous scholars sav and write about the Agihuvu
svstem of marnage. and the mierviews with key informants. six stages through
which the marriage syvsiem 1s organized have been identified. The first one is the
choice of mate The voung man with bus Rrko ™ age mates imitates the process by
vsiting the wirls home 1o propuse to the girl The lamilv takes over. through the
remaiming (e stages thal s, mvestigation. paving of bridewealth and public
declaratton. signing the contract. the weddng dav. that ends with the ceremony of
adoption after the performance of the "Airiro ™ - mouming performed by girls. (cff
appendix 5) To it's compietton marniage becomes the connecting link between one
generation and another. and one clan and another Marriage binds the interests of
ctans close together and make them share in common the responsibilities of famil
Iile.

The author observes that, the traditional svstem ol marriage 1 something
hnown to modern generation as part ot the stories ol the ancient Agikuvu people.
Generally. for some who have a nnowledge ol this process. it remains a (raditional
cultural praciice which does not find full expression in the modemn socien.
Pracucally thex combine all the siages into three. for those who have time. visit (o
the brides home with the parents. payment of “rorocio”™ - brdewealth and the actual
marriage.

Respondmy 1o a sttuation ot a mult-ethnic settlement the progect illustrates a
process of marrtage through ten developmental stages. that seeh to remind the

modern society of the cultural values and traditons and the Biblical revelation and
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message that s part of. as God s plan of sahaton. The project emphasizes the
redemptive and salvilic role of marnage mn the order ol creation. Thus. emphasts 1s
on the Iife and not the instiiation The project addresses the human person in the
stages that it adepts for an incuituraton process. It is the hife by a people that 15 so
central to the sacramentalitn ol this natural phenomenon that finds difterent
expreesstons in the dillerent cultures. In this, the comimon elements in the Agihuvu

tradional marnage are transformed

3.1 COL RTSHIP

Amony the Agihuvy courtship 1s based on mutual love and gratification of
sexual isuncts between the individuals. The voung bovs and girls are lell Iree to
choose their mates. From inlancs . there 15 close social interaction belween the sexes
which provides them with an opportumts of becoming acquainted with one another
before actual courtship. They met dunng the traditional dances and when they
grouped together for “Vewko ™ among age sels. - “Rika” afler mitiation. - “fruea.

Traditonally a2 voung man. accompanied with his mates visited the wirls
home and in her mother’s hul proposed to her to seeh her consent. Modern society
provides voung people with a varets of meeting places such as schools. colleges.
worhing place. and urban settlements. where they develop relationships that end up
in marriage out side the traditional set ups The parents leel neglected when thev
learn of the progress. at times when thev are already cohabiting,

The pruject encourages both parents and the young people to nurture the

virtue of discemment. This 15 done dunng talks. semunars and other activities



discerned to be appropriate (or this shanng. The vouny people should know whv
thev are getting marnied. whether it s the right and best thing to do at the time. and
the nght person The parents are encouraged to understand that the change we
experience tn the socte ts part and parcel of our being. We must focus on the
eoodness in the nature of the sacrament of marnage and not prioritise cultural

definitions. unless 11 1s deemed inevtable

3.2 INVESTIGATION

Invesuigation 0 the Agihuvu svstem ol marniage s a process thal begins
when the man intorms the parents of his plans 1o marny. to the time the airt 15 {fully
adopted in the tanmulh of her husband There are some clans among the Agrkuvu
soctety thal do not intermarn. lor exampie. the  Wavnerandu  and “Aceera . The
parents would wish 10 know Nhirst irem which clan 1s the proposal. the suitabilitv of
the famtly and 1t s social status,

The parents arrange to meet the parents of the girl and among other things
thev carny with them is “Nwh v« Moorto” - the beer lor asking the girls hand
They discuss objectively alter which the wirls consent s sought As a gesture of
consent she serves the beer. At the conclusion of this ITiendhv gathering, they join in
a praver. “Auwramamiting” uttening blessimgs lor tuture unitsy and progress of the
(wo clans.

Both the parents and voung people prayv and hope that there should be no
impediment Hope 1s the begmning ol thewr Christian-hie. The voung people will

alwars hope for the support ol their parents. Due to the element of mter-marntage
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amonyg different races. (nbes and ¢lans. parents alwavs prav and hope that the brnide
wilb not take therr son awav. but rather settle (0 expand the clan. As they heep

hoping. they prav tor God's interyvention and ewdance  ~Kuruthimihg”™

3.3 BRIDE PRICE/WEALTH

Bondewealth Kuracio " s mandaton . in the Agihuvu customan law. the
more vou gave. the more suitable vou became After the first visit by the parents 1o
the wirls home. thev come back w prepare the “Roracio ™ - bndewealth. which 15
brought tv the girls home in mstaiments The engagement is not pubhich announced
unttl the required amount for sealing it is sent Among the Agikuvu. not less than 30
sheep  and 30 goats was to be gnen. m a fabulous marriage.

The vouny man was 10 proside ammals for the ceremom of “Gurhingu
Negouma ™ which the sigming ol the contract 15 performed Not less than sia
ammals (lambs) are slaughtered In this ceremony the bov gives special 2ifls to the
mother and clan members of the gul. as an appreciation lor bringing the girl up. and
o repay tor amvthing she miyht have fost. broken. while growing up (An element
that should be adopted 1n bridew ealth).

The centre of activinn 15 the paving ol the bridewealth. The meaning and
dignity shilts Irom person centred 1e objects. The Afncan Bible on the ground
comments brideweaith as a gesture of appreciation and care, Thus the attitude and

element of "purchase’ should be puritied The most imporiant concern here should
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be the persons exchanging ther vows  The virtue ol appreciation and care should be

cultinated so that. the persor and not the “roracro ™ should be the lTocus.

3.4  PUBLIC DECLARATION

The pubiic declaratton climaxes in a ceremon cailed “Ngurario™ — pouring
out the Blood ol umity. Then slaughter “Neomwe va neurario” 10 announce pubhich
that the girl 1s engaged. They are certamn that there are no impediments (hat will
disgrace the unton mto dissoiunon. In vur modern experience. marriage plans are
known to the mdnduals and secondly to their friends. The parents may learn of it
later. They exchange their engagement rings privatels in most cases.

On the project parents and the voung people are encouraged to develop the
virtue of gpenness Which entai self-acceplance. The parents have to accept that
they are lining in a different social world from therr own. and so with different
approaches to the same natural phenomenon that 1s marnage. On the other hand the
vouny people must accept the lact that thev belong 10 a people and so part of the

tustons ol that particular peopie Marriage 1s not and wifi not be a private instriution.

3.5 CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

The tradiional Agihuzu way ol celebrating the wedding dayv lacks the
decency and digmity that shouid be accorded to this ven speaial stage th marriage.
Though some scholars would prefer (o paint it "white” as a meaningful and \aiuable
tradiional drama. 1t is prinitne and demeaning After the boy has paid all the

bridewealth and he 1s reads for his wife, he approaches the mother 10 arrange a
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special dav when his wile can be brought home The arrangement and the day are
hept secret from the girl. She s ambushed and carried 10 the boy’s home. by his
female relats es

The weddmg day marks the celebrauon ol both families and c¢lans as thev
wilngss to the exchange of vows between the bride and the bridegroom. The two
clans come together and m a rituahsed celebration seal their union. This should
enhance the mutuad respect ol the spouses towards one another. in a covenant of
mutual self g ing

After observing the customan procedures of marriage. Jesus accepled and
blessed the marrage a1 Cana He s the brndegroom of God's people of the new
covenant (Mh 219y In Jesus Christ at Cana. the couples are delinttely nvited to
share the wedding teast in the kingdom of God. an invitaton in which even couple
partahes as they unite themselhes (o the body of Christ. the church.

On the wedding dav therefore, the African Bible on the ground encourages
couples to culinate the virtue ol praver Praver purifies and strengthens the
marniage “Marnal spiruality creates a health triangle. with God as the third person
of the retationship God 1s gift. Grace for both the individuals and the marriat_ge".25 A
famih that pravs together stavs ogether Both clans are encouraged to pray for the

purity and strength of this marnage.
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3.6 PSEUDO STAGE

The Agihusu custom provides that all women must be under the protection
of men. and 1o avwid having prosututes  “Neaharn” | all women must be married
by the age of 15-20 vears. The fun and excitement of the process of marriage ends
with the "Kirtro ™ and the adoption ceremony . The pseudo stage ts a period i which
the bride 1s the centre of attention Exvenone seems 10 be concemed with her. For the
man she 15 just about 1o make him a real man by giving him a child. In modem
marnage i1 1s the ume ol honevmoon, sull ar the emotional fevel. m the world of
feelings. They want the Hamborant wedding and receplion. retreat into lamous
resorts. Al this stage they have nol internalised the sacrilices. commument, and
responsibilines that come with the mainmonial covenant.

The Afnican Bible on the vround confirms that this stage must come and be
experienced as part of the process ol matunin One most important thing the couple
should know 15 that. 11 won't be honevmoon florever as the human person s like a
flower. He untolds and show the true sell as thev continue 1o iive 1ogether.
Traditonatly after the first chitd. the man goes out to look for another voung woman
to marny. but in the modem weddings. a iot ol money 1s spent that at the end of the
honexmoon the couples are bankrupt. The couple and the famtlies are encouraged to

develop the virtue of readiness. because the selves must come real.
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3.7  CHAOTIC STAGE

The Alncan Bible on the pround realizes that. this stage 15 an inesvitable
realitv in marnages As the sell’ unfolds. o will definiiehy result into conflict between
the couples. If the couples persist in (his individual selves and not realize the reality
of ther umity, they will experience nusunderstandings. quarrels. and even fights in
the fanmilh A general analvsis will venv that it 1s because of this stage 1n marnages
that most women resort to single lving

in the area of study. this stage seems to hold on lor sometme. There is
violence 1n some tanulies. to the extent that a partner threatens to hitl the other In
some cases etther the man or the woman wil commit smcide because hesshe cannot
withstand therr marniage ams more. Some ol these extremes are as a result of incest.
when a husband. tor instance., shares the conjugal nghts with his daughter: or
adulter i which case either the man or woman is unfaithul o their marriage

The couples should realize that the marriage bond s made up by wo
wdmiduals who are unique and ditferent For instance. the genetic make up. ther
educational. and sociological backerounds are quite dilferent from each other
Understanding o1 this indissolubie unity will onh be realised 1n the virtue of
endurance. based on the spiritual triangle in which ones relauonship to God ilorm
ones relationshtp to spouse. and ones relanonship 1o hissher spouse inform ones
relationship 0 God in the love. thanksgivings. communications. exchanges. and

forgn eness expenenced with each viher
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3.8 SELF-EMPTYING STAGE

In the chavte stage the couple reahses that. they are notl what thev thought
they were However. 1o promote the bond ol umiiv in matrimomy. the couple musl
realize at this stage that theyv must become one and indissoluble. To realize this. the
couple must make personal sacrilices m order 1o become what they are. Though the
human person remains the unique individual. the sacrament of matremons calis for a
sacrifice. a giving up of the egocentric tendencies and Tocus on the development of
the common vision tor the marnage

The spouse must prav and cultvate the wirtue ol objectinin  Therr
relatonship with God's plan of salvaton. should give a common vsion o their
marnage. transltorming egocentrie ndimvdualits into the uniy and oneness of thelr
marriage. They will develop an utermmg dectston making  relationship. and
faciinate reconcilizuon. Their driving lorce n their iberatng destre and the lreedom
to choose should be the marrage and nol the individual sehves.

Seif empv ng must be founded on self acceptance. The couple should accept
what they have accepted in the matnmomial covenant. a mutual sell” giving 1o the
other in love The Agithusu say “winnu kea muthone aa mcthom iguaga hamwe, ™
Together let us hve and tf need be logether let us die  their marnage remains

indissoluble.

3.9 INTEGRATION STAGE

This staze consututes the (rue marnage Their marntage transcends the

physical nature into the spirtual reabts i which 1ts molded. The understanding of
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marriage at this stage goes bevond the cultural definitions and determinations. The
man should learn 10 appreciate his wile. not as an object ol actinity. but as a person.
The frutlulness of marnage al this slage comes [rom the nner essence ol personal
love wself thus 11 empuies sl o sell giving for the common vision of the
marriage.

[he couples tind themseives m a new way o their child:children. and the
children thrive as secure human beings. m the mutual iove of the parents. When their
mutual love transcends usell in children, 1t also takes place in the wider conlext of
human societn as a whole. They change the way thev address one another. Thus.
they cultivate the virtue of oneness The marnage at this junciure. has come of age.

and has (o strive m hohness,

3.10  THE HOLY FAMILY

In the ellor 1o renund an Alncan of the cultural values and traditions he/she
is part of. the major tash ol the Alrican Bible on the ground project is o make
himher realize and appreciate that he she 1s part of Gods plan of sahvation He 1s
presented as the third person of the marnage. who Graces the marnage and
transforms this phyvsical union mto a spirfual union that expresses His love for His
creation. The couples” love tor God iforms and strengthens their love for one
another. and thus. they become the sacrament of God s fove 1o the fanuly and to the
entire human socieix

A tamuly stevang i hosiness mieprates alt the activities of life and operate as

one. To eal together in the Afnican content 1s a sign of peace and reconahiation, It
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expresses the mutual love shared among fanih members. Praving together as a
famly 15 a significant realization of the fundamental role the famil has 1o play n
the order ol creation and redempuon. Irom which it joins the pilgnmage of the entire
church towards the beanlic vision as thev congregate as the body ol Christ. to
celebrate the mysteries of salvation.

It 15 for the strength and bonding of the Alnican lamily that the African syvnod
witnessed the famih growing together n holiness as the basic loundation of the
Church of God in Alnca. It remaims united 1o Chnist i her practice of the virtue of
holiness.

Theologicallv. there are cultural ¢lements in the process of the traditional
Agihuyu Afnican marriage that demean the sancuy o marniage. Bndewealth should
be evaluated to avoid the element of “purchase.” Marning for children should not
be the sole purpose for marnage. In most Aincan culiures a ratified and
consummated marrtage 15 one that produces olfspring The pnman aim of the
African marriage ts 10 beget cluidren and thus amy marriage which is not fructful 1s
not considered a marnage. This conilicts with the Christian understanding of
marnage. stace  a  sacramentabized  ratiied and  consummated  marriage s
tndissoluble. This  problem ol childlessness introduces  —“ghoar women™  in

marrages.

L0C Wile Iy sand B e plndshied o chocvonees g Sowe ceitare s, ithe ainong soe clans ol the
Fabvias the swite wid bong e votgeer sistec it e marmage o men. the elders artange that o
male relutive vl e calpraits” wite msecree v rrovreation
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CHAPTER FOUR

EVALUATION, CONCLUSIONS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS

“Theology as a tuncuon ol the Chnstan church must senve the needs of the
church A theological system 1s supposed 1o satsfs two basic needs. the statement of
the truth of the Christian message and the mterpretation ot this wruth for even new
generauon"."'N [t reflects on the human person Irom ihe perspective of the eternal
truth of his foundation and the temporai situation in which the eternal truth must be
recened The reflecuion and stlustration of the relevance of the Holy Book to Africa.

which 15 the task of inculturaton. includes the Alrnican people in the reahiues and

pronuses of sahvation histon

4.1 EVALLATION

Whife respecting existmg  theughttul theological formulations. a living
theology has to be always m the process of re-expression as o 1s inlerpreted n the

unfoldimg histon Reflecting within the Roman Catholic theology. this living

> .
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theology has its tocus the human communits. The Alnican Bible on the ground in
the village of hope project has flounshed i this. for  is the product of the
community. A retlection ol this nature 1s not confining nor restnictive but a directive
mnto the revealed incredible love off God tor humanity as ts mantfested more
concreteh 1 Lhe person of Jesus Chrst. Christian marnage has a prominent role in
bemng "o real svmpal™ ol God's concrete love Tor humamty Chnst himsell elevates
this mstitution e the digmes of a sacrament. The aincan Bible on the ground
outhnes i's refevance and posun e imphication to mculturaton for marriage n afl
cultures 1s a sacred institution.

There 1s so much stmilanty in the points of development in the presentation
of marnage as a process. Marriage n the Agikuyu mythology is a divine institution
willed and actuahised by God In Gen 2.22. God brings Adam his spouse. in the
same way he brought Gikuvu a spouse. calfled Mumbt God therelore "appoints” a
wife to a man (Gen 24-14:44). prepares her for a man from all eternits . (Tobit 6.18).

The basis tor inculturation can be discerned in the tradivional myvthology. and
in the tive stages ol the Agthuvu traditonal marnage ‘Through the ten stages. the
African Bible on the ground project outhined and de eloped the essenual elements of
the traditional values in marriage as a process ol growth 1o holiness. As the Agikuvu
cultural process inks the ongins of marnage in God. Chnstian calling and the
proclamation ot the Gospel emphasises the [act that it1s a constitutive part ol Gods'
plan ol salatton tor humankind. i our pretormanon. made mantdest and actualised
i Jesus Christ

The project realises that even though a theology of marriage can be

discemed in all human cultures. a Christian marriage belongs to the sacraments of
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lhe church. which takes a defiite shape wubin the christian cullures with a
uniformin . that makes marnage come under the Church's legal competence. The
African Bible on cround imuales an inculturation process m consideration ol this
fact  The Church defines properties ol the Chnstian marriage as unty  and
indissolubitits. which are also propertues of African marnage. punfied by the
African Bible on the ground prorect.

Considering the mstorical bacheround of the study site. that 1s. a mulitary
operational area. 1 wves an air ol a “madary cuiture - For voung people who have
grown up i thus environment. and educated by the nulitan, the soldiers have
become their roie models  They have vrown up. married and now with families.
with a muluan admrranon This cullure atfects people's perceplion ol values and
their wan of [tfe. This may promote violence in tamihes, thirst for personal freedom.,
and marnage break ups. The soldiers have a kind ol sicidal mouo "to plant seeds”
wherever they are and that creates an tmmoral socral set up thal promotes
prostitution

Namvuhe as a border own Lo three provinces with about six difTerent resident
ethmic groups and mamy other comnunities, cannot reahise a homogeneous cultural
practice The culturai custom o these ethme groups. and indeed in most African
societtes, women subordmmate under the patronage ol men. This cultural provision
and formantion nfluences the atutude o1 men tovards their wives in marriage.

In as much as the project acknowiledges and apprecrates the cultural
provision Tor the care ol women, it emphasizes and stresses the fact that. this must
be tn line with God's wish for humamin. It must hase the qualities and elemenis of

the Divine onentation The digmity and equality between man and woman 1s so



clearh stated. God created man m hts own image  male and lemale he created
them. (Gen !27) The reason lor man not being alone (¢l Gen.2 18.20). 1s
explamed m $1 30 29 that. where there 15 no wile. man 1s unstable and transient.
Thus. men in this relationship are 10 accept women as thetr equal partners.

Modern societv generallh 15 moving oul of the cultural practice of
polvgynous famifes. 10 a more encouraged monogamous lamilies. A general sun ey
of this study reveals that pelvesny 1s not sult a pronounced 1ssue in the pastoral
experience. Mam people conless that no sober mind will clhing to a polvinnous hie
in the current socii and economie constraints. This Tacihitates the mission of the
Bibie on the ground project to digm A marnage as a sacrament.

"Bridewealth 15 the most sigmificant. as well as the most prevalent

AIY)

charactenstic lor ailirming the hinship and affinal group aspect m marriage”.  An
attitude ol purchase. acquiring. buving off. was unflortunatels attached to bride
weaith in the tradivonal marnage process as a pnonty This demeans the digmix and
sanctity of marnage This element has changed with the modern soctety. In the area
of study. and infact m mam other cultures. the customan procedure of bndeweatth
Is not pracuiced. A voung man gnves what he s able 1o give to the airl's parents

The understanding and the reasons for brnideweatth has 1o be punlied and
retained Some voung parents in the study area intimated that bridewealth 1s meant
o ward oll the consequences of a curse which mantfests useil in the family in
various wavs. as something must be given lor marriage to be straight. The African
Bible on the ground project emphasives the cultural importance ol Bridewealth as

allirming the kinship responsibthtn However this should be done onhy as a gesture

TV G Blan. Fernr od merrsage Spe ahead e 07 ke T
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of appreciation and care This s the atlitude the Agikuyu demonstrated in gining the
speciad ailts at the teast ol "Newrarts ™

Sometiung that stili remains prevalent 1n the Alnican customany marriages.
that require patence in the inculluration process. 1s the primacy ol procreation.,
Theologtans such as Augustine and Thomas Aquinas have ginen a theological

svnthesis of the course ol marrtage as "descendants. mutual love, Tmthlulness. and

the sacramental 51gn"_‘U The emphasis 15 sull put on procreatton. The Bible (¢l Gen.
|:28) also expresses the goal ol marriage. as multiphcauon through progemy . The
Blessing of a marnage with chidren s a gill ol God and a reason for jov. (Ps.
{27 3T 128 3-6). The Bible coniirms that a childless marriage is a misfortune and a
penaley lrom God. (it Ley 20.20(T Isa 479 Isam 11151

In the same Bible we are told ol the mdissolubihiy  of marmage as a

covenant. "Death. (and also beny a prisoner or nussing in time of wary can dissolve

a marriage"f;‘ Pomeia. which means unlawlul marriage. in particular. marriage
between blood relations. 1c!” Lev I8:6fl: Acts 15 20, 29). is voudable Such
marniages n the New Testament. ol candidates for Bapuism were dissolved. (cf
ICor. 5:1) Apart from this. St Paul taught that m death alone can marnage be
dissolved (el tCor. 7- 39 Rom 7 [-3). The church also has laught authoritatiy ehy
that. " By thair very nature. the institition of mainmony. and conjugal love are

ordained for the procreation and educauon ol children. and find mn them their

W Kasper. daeologr of Chrestian S artigge, 8
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ujumate cronn".'l These rsounds togicaliv in the Atnican orienlatton to the primacy
of procreation in marnage and reasons for a dissolution.

From these analvses. some Christians find the church's teaching hostile to
life. f not. at least ven remote Irom reaits. The new code of law of Emperor
Theodosius ol 438 A D. acknowledged and ratified the validits of marnage through
the partner's expression ol consent in the presence ol a witness The [917 code of
canon law emphastsed marnage a5 a covenant and not a mere contract. with three
ends as mutual surrender of the whole person. procreation. and rearmg ol children.
According to the new code of {983, the essential properties ol marriage are. unity
and indissolubilin . which were also mentioned in the 1917 code. The African Bible
on the ground project deselops a new approach to the understanding of marriage
which focuses on the mutual fove of the partners. founded pnmarty in theology
while remaining thoroughly human

An essential aspect of love 1s that. it does not stas with ttself. but tends 1o be
fruttful. This was in the past ginven a pureh biological justilicanon. by which
fruttiulness meant begetting children The Afncan Bible on the ground project
endevours lo re-express lhis fustficabon m modemn society  emphasizing  the
fruntfulness of marriage as coming from the inner essence of personal love tself.
With absolute pattence. the proiect seehs to explain to the couples that human
senualits cannot be restricted simply o the sex act and the reproduction of the
species. which restrict marnage {ruitfulness to pureh biological justification. A
marriage withowt children can be happy and [ultilled. for love has a value and

meaning of its own

.
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4.2  CONCLLSIONS

God in His son i the Human realitv should be meaningfulh and relevantlv
explaned within the Alncan cultural contents. All culures were purified and
elevated 1n that one single act of love. Hence. The Afytcan Bible on the ground
project has analvsed cultures carefulls. evaluaung them in terms ol the values. goals.
and tocus. mn order 1o discern the will of God and how 1o respond 1o it within the the
cultural context

This study has considered three tssues or subjects m relation (0 the new
evangelisaion These are. the waduional Agikezu marriage. inculturation n the
Church. and the African Bible on the ground project The study outhnes how the
cultural values in the Agihuyu iraditional marriage in an inculturation process on Lhe
African Bible on the ground project transcends mto a sacramental institution, The
project enables one (o ravel back mio a Ly pical Alrican tradibonal culiure that has
lormed himher. as part of God's revelauion and plan of sahation. This emphasizes
our common oriyn. and nature m image and Itheness ol God. forming a new culture
of the fanub of God m Altica m marriage. as a reproduction ol his dove.
(mthfulness. and creative puwer The project bwits on these quahties in the
inculturation process to effect an Alncan Christian formauon of the person in the
family.

This study presenis the task and goal of the Alrican Bible on the ground
project as o authenucale mainimony as a sacrament in which ones relaiionship with
God wnforms ones relationstup wah the spouse. and in their relationship 1o each

other. relate to God in the tove. thanksgnings. communications. exchanges. and
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forgneness experienced with one another  The Afncan Bible on the ground project
emphasizes that. a tathful relationship in matrmmony will initiate the reakization of a
moralhy upright socien

The church communin idenufies hersell strongly with this project. which
realizes the recommendations of the Alrican ssnod tn a pracucal and applicable wa.
It 1s possible that St Paul’s mussion approach ol formung local missionaries 1s
reatized in this Church communin  As they reler o it as "our project”. they have
fundad the protect locally and have maintained it as therr response and contribution

T

to the mission of new evangelisation of the Attican continent in the 3 ' millenium.

The concern of the studv as imuated by the project in marrtage as acosenant
is the the person The wholisuc rormanon of the person in the fanuh, The African
culiural formaton has no place lor modern elements in human relations such as
homosexuality. lesbianiam. pestialism. and sigle moptherhood. that are being
adopted by some Alncans in the weslern civiiisaton. Thus. the project has a
potential to handle such social issues that degrade. demean the sanctiv of the
sacramentahfy ol marriage

The Keman consutution dees not clearh deline the terms and conditons for
comiracting a marriage. Some customan forms have been dehumanising and
enslaving The dralt bil ol the new constitution chapter Vv on the bill ol rights gnes
the project a bright [uture because it delines and sets age limits lor a marnage
contract. Customan marriages that have imolved underage girls in some cultures.
some forced. may now get a constitutional legal reguianon. This is 1o strengthen the
church's call tor an articulated dignity and purity of the conmract 1n marriage as a

sacrament
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The Alrican Bible on the ground is an eltort of the local people in their
search 10 understand and express their faith in God and has proved an eventful
revetation i the Chrstian world. As an expresston and demonstration ol a Ining
theology 1115 not confined and not restrictive. but an integration of the traditions of
the people within the life and message of Jesus Chrst. This makes Religion a living

experience of the worshippig communiy

4.3 RECOMMENDATIONS

The process of inculturaion with 1ts focus and goal on the ongms and
destmy of a human person respectnely. will bear (ruit. There is a close relation in
the explanations ol the origms o1 the human person in most cultures. and especially
in the sacrament ol matrmmom  Almost ali culieral myths explain marriage as a
divine institution Indeed. marriage as a satural phenamena with the human person
can be the basts and instrument tor evangehsation. Tor it is the source and foundation
ol all other human acuvities,

Tribalism as a disease is eatng up so mam Kenvans, and indeed Alricans as
a contment. The project has the potential 10 root out this disease by re-expressing
and re-stating the atitude and value of service n the human society. The project
builds on the natural qualities and values instilled m the child from the parental care.
Cultures are icamed. and so there s no particular culture that s naturallh ornented
tonards exclusniy  The African Bible on the ground re-directs our focus on the

origms ot cultures m God. through common concepts for inculturation.



As a formational centre. mussionanes {o kemva. and in fact 10 Africa can find
an articulated exposure and nsertion into the Afncan reality in which they are to
work The project addresses all human cultures and especially m the African
context. I is a common experience across Africa lor nstance. to 1alk aboul the
substancial exodus from the traditional cultures to the embrace of a weslern hfe
stvle. As a mussionan i this kind ol changing reahity. an understanding ol the
background formation ol the peupie. as s provided on the project. is of significant
importance.

As the project achnwoledges these potential success. some elements will
have to be put m place 1o realise an acutal success.

(1 The personel on the sne must be improved The director of the project
assisted by two other members ol the community are insufficient (o attend to the
enomous presence of the vsitors 10 the project site. The project needs enough
qualified persongl 1o attend 1o the needs ol the people.

() The huts buld m a simple Atrwan stvle are not permanent. This might be in
future strangous 1o the local dorors who have funded the project 1o mamntain. The
project musl generate some income. by letting participants pay a lee for senvices
olfered. mnorder 1o maintain itselt’

(ni)  Counselhing sessions. and i facl am session on the project needs ume To
the experience of the amhor. it tuhes atieast six hours to walk around the project. A
working {ined program should be n place inorder (0 manage adequalely the visiors.
{n)  lo allow people time to reflect and sulficiently articulate the whole process.

the centre should have a sullicient catering and boarding facitiny

40



() The African Bible on the ground project in the viflage of hope oflers a
potential ground to develop and realise strategies tor inculturation. With a very
dynamic approach. 1t is open 1o varows trends ol discussion in the mculturation
process. [nculturation may not need an explosive beginning. but an implosive one. a
move (tom within

Personallv t lind this project as a major siep i the realisation of the ssnodal
church in Afrnica. As the project 1s scheduled to be launched in march of the vear
2003, | would encourage the locai church to make this a source and lountam ol
spirtual formauon of the Church m Alrica. as the true lamily of God. 1t 15 an
eflective centre for ecumenism. and especialh among the Christian Churches. The
number of other Churches. apart from the Roman Catholic who take part n
teachings and seminars has sigmiicanily been impressive. The project has the abilin
to dialogue with people from drerrent denominational backgrounds. because the

staritng point 1s the human pereson as a cultural being,
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APPENDIX 4: THE HISTORY OF THE SETTLEMENT

The arca was onginally a war son. between the Vg Mauw freedom fighters and the
colontal Anmy  { he whole fand around the Barracks was an open Neld mowhich the soldrers
did their military g and excrerse Nanvuhi was a smafl town for white settiers wath a
small settlement in wts bachground for the Alnicans who worked for the white settlers. The
village was called "Kwa Mbusi™  of the goals -- because they kept goats. The origmal
peaple here are the Githuvus. the Samburny and the Mcru,

Afler independence. the British Anm moved anway and the land around the barracks
was gnen oul The African soldiers occupied the barracks The land and part of the house
that 1s now the Benedictine Monasieny was ongmally of an Army major whe soid 1t o
“Bwana Picha™ - the name the local people gave him He sold the land to Mr. Brllwinder
who later sold it 1o a lady Marv Man domaled the land to Bencdictine monks with a request
that they cstablish a spiritual centre. 1 was for some vears the novitiale house.

The local govemment had to keep the own clean. They moved the village "Kwa
Mbust next (o whan 15 now Lhe menastens  Among the lirst people 1o settle were Atitt and
Gachithi who arc by now dead. and a ladv. Wakaburi who is sull alive unnl today . The
vitlage s sull called hwa Mbusa though was moved a htle further from the Monasien
again. Next o the monasieny 1 anather seitiement “Ramvont” named afier the Amn major
who owned the land He sald part ol the fand to the Game Ranch and on a small picee that
rematned. scttled s servants  Another eroup that sctticd were some of the women who
brewad local beer sold it o the soldiers They settied w "Mukurt™ - Valley between the
monastens and the barracks. They were nioved and now scitled with others o what s today
called "Rwamwea”



APPENDIX 5: THE PROCESS OF MARRIAGE AMONG

AGIKUYU

The physical operation on the genitai argans of both sees 15 regarded as a starting point for
various activities in the tribal organtzatton 1t sigmifies that the indiidual operated upon has
been given. during the course of the mntiatron ceremonial songs and dances. all the essential
information on the laws and customs of the tribe.

Among the things taught during tins perted arc the matlers retaling to rules and
rcgulations goverming sexual indulgences The social e of Agikuyu youth covers a wide
ficld of activities They have been taught trom childhoed to develop the technique of self
control m the matter ol sex. which cnables him to sleep i the same bed with a garl without
neeessanly having sexual intercourse

The form of inmate contact between voung people s constdered right and proper
and the ven foundaton stone upon which 1o build a race morally. physicalhy and mentally
sound. bt saleguards the vouth from nermvous and psichic maladjusimemt. These gurding
principles ingrained in the ven souls of the voung people (men and women) senc as checks
10 sexual pronuscuity

MARRIAGE SYSTEM
In the Agrhuy o contmumtity. marnage and s obhgation occupy a position of greal
importance. One of the owstandmy teatires m the Apthavy systam of marmage s the desire
of cvenn member of the tribe (0 bdd ap fus own tanuh group. and by this means o extend
and prolong s father’s mbar tclam s results tn the strengthemng of the tribe as a
whole.

COLRTSHIP

Among the Agikuvu 1t is based on mutual love and gratificaton of sexual instincts
between the individuals, A famaly 15 constiuted by a permanceit union between one man and
onc woman or soveral women, Through marriage a2 man acquires sole right to sexual
micreourse with the woman or women whom he marrics. On signing the matrimonal
contracl, marmge ccdses o be a prvate matter. for i bwilds not only the bride and the
groom, bul also thar kmslolkh 11 becames a duty 1o praduce children. and sexual tnlercourse
betwneen the man and hes wife or wines is looked at upon as an act ol production and not
mereh as the gratification ol'a bodily desire

The desire 10 have children s deep-rooted i the hearts of both man and woman.
and on entering inw matnmontal umon they regard the procreation of children as thewr first
and most sacred dury A cluldless marniage s an abanumaton to the parents and a disgrace
to the mbarr  clan as a whole

Among the Agihuvue the raarmy ol a famuly brings with o @ nise i social siatws,
Alicr the berth of the first child. the couple becomes the object of higher regard on the part
of ther [eliows. Marnage is one ot the most powerful means of maintaining the cohesion of
Agikuvu socien and of enforcing that conformity 1o the kingship sysicm and the tribal
organtzation wathout wluch social file 1s unpossibic,

)
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INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE
Chaice of Mate
Among the Agikuv, bovs and girls are lefl free o choose thetr mates without
miterference on the part of the parents on zither side. From carhiest ifancy there is close
social miercourse between the sexes. which provides them with an opportunity of” becoming
acquitted with onc another {or a considerable time before courtship begins. Courtship s the
ant of wooing, also the relationship of wooer and woocd prior 1o a formal mamage.

1™ Stage

When a bov talls in love with a wirl. he does not el her dirccthy or displav his
devotton i public. as this would be regarded by the Agihinu as empolite and uncalculated.
He shares the nuuer with one or two of s best fniends i the age group to which he
belongs. They pasy a visit 1o the eirls home as @ group and enwer the mothar's hut. They seck
the consent of the girl

2™ Stage

The soung man gocs home and reports the muatter (o his parcnts. The parents
preparc to meet the parents ol the soung gl dAmong other things they camn 18 nrohr vu
aprte - “The beer tor asking the wirds hand”. Alter the parents have discussed abrectinvely.
the gir! 1s asked whether she has agreed 10 be engaged  she takes a sip of the beer as a sign
of consent and gives ot (o the parents. At the concluston of this fnendiy gathenng, they jomn
wmoa prayer. Awrcothimpthige - Utlenng blessings for the future unity and progress of two
familics,

3™ Stage

The parents o home and stan prepanng Rurwcier Down (sheep and goats). which
15 brought to the airls home m nstallment When the amount requtred for scaling the
cnpagement has been sent. a dan s lised tor actual enpagement ceremony called Newnrario -
Pouring the blood oul. the blood of iy,

PUBLIC DECLARATION
The signiticance of Nerrare and the stavghterimng of Neovma va Neorarin 1s i the
final place o announce publich thin the girl o engoged  Sccondh . provide the relatives on
both sides with an opportwnty af’ mecting and geumg o know one another Thirdhy. 1o
decide on how much Rivac o should be pard Agihusu law - 30 sheep and 30 goats)
The mam teature of therr ceremony consist an the killing of a Tt sheep kept for this
purpose.  From this tinw on the interests ol the two clans are closcly linked.

4" Stage

Atfter this the bovs parents sl starl amvestigating about the girl’s matunity ¢.Lg.
when they are through with this, a fmal day s fised when to sign the marrage contract. AH
represeitatines ol the two clans ind fricnds are invited  The ceremony 15 catled (inthiya
Neomma, Even at thus stage the girl's consent ts sought  She must provide the knife and
participate in the slaughierig of the first lamb.  About six lambs arc slaughtered. There ts
plenty of drinking and caung. There 1s a dance, then s ume for the boa o give a special
present for the girl’s tother and for the members of her clan,

The gt can now go with friends and work with the mother ol her bridegroom. The
functron of Neorma 15 (o (urmisii o pubhe waldmyg ceremony w whaeh the girl 15 betrothed to
her hancee.
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WEDDING DAY

s Stagpe

After the bov has prepared a hut and necessan preparation for  houschold
cquipiment. he approaches tie mother o arrange a special dmy when his wife can be brought
home,  The arrangement s made according to certain propitious days of the moon. n
accordance with the clans luston and tradinons  Tradionally. the day of marriage 1s kept
sceret from the @i, The boy 's fcmale relataes set out watchmg the mosements ot the girl.
she might be m the garden weeding. or m the forest collecuon firewood. On finding Her
thex camy her shoulder high. as she strugeles and reluses to go with them. At times the
wormen of bath clans engage 1 a moch light o the process al carnving the girl,

For a penoed of 8 davs, the il performs what 1s called Avriro-weeping m which
girls onhy participaie  This 1s considered as the age group mournmg for the loss of the
services and companionsiip of one of therr number. who by marriage. has passed io another
age-group

The boy has (0 show by cortaen signs that the wird was a virgin. and the girl 1oo has
o do-the same o show that the bov 1s phhvsically 11 1o be a husband  Incase of impolency
an either side. the matter s put belore the fameizes cownal and the mamage s anulicd at
once.

CEREMONY OF THE ADOPTION:
6" Stage
After the Asrrro, the goremomn ol adopuion is performed. A {at sheep is slaughtered
the lal is fricd and the oil 1s used 1o ancint the bride. The girf 1s admitted as a full member
of the husband's fmmily  She s now (row 1o nringle with ns members and take part in the
gencral work of the hamesicad

FEMALE

The Agikuva custom proyides 1hat all women must be under the protection of men,
and to avord prostitution all women must be marmed in therr teens e 13-20 sears of age. 1t
was necessan 1o have a number of female children whe couid look afier the wellare of the
tribe as men went Hightng cnemies Phey are the salt of the carth. they have a sacred duny
of creating and rearng [wure gencranons. They are the connccting hink between one
generation and another. and ong clan and another. through mamage. which binds the
mterests of clans close together and makes them share in common the responsibelitics of
family fife  And so they sav. Kerma Ao Muthone [goage Hamw e "Together et us e and
if need be together let us dic ™



APPENDIX 6: KENYA'S CONSTITUTION ON

MARRIAGE

The current working Kemvan constiuuon s o biased sanding on marriage.
Marmage 18 constdored degal ot the oasis o e agreement between the man and the parents
or guardhan of the wirl No maiier the age of the girl. moas much as the parents or guardians
hanve govenber i mamage.and the man o whom she 15 given accepts that she s lns wale, the
marniage 15 sahd.  The dratt Bill of the consutution of kema Review Commnussion. Chapter
V the Bill of nghts. arucle 38 on famithy ovplams that, the state will recogmize the fanily as
the natural fundamental unity of socieny and as the necessany basis of soctal order. hence it
is entitled the respect and protectian of the sociely

To bring u mecamnglul respect to the mstition of marriage. the Bill states that
cvens person who s at Ieast erghicen vears of age. has the nght ta mam, based upon the
free consent of the partics. and has (he right W tound a fainily. and both are entitled 10 equal
rghts, B explams that parliiment shall enact legssfation that, m o manner constituent with
the arucle and the other provisions of the constution. recopmizes marriages concluded
under any traditon or system of Reluions personal or (anuly law. or systems of personat
and tanuds Jaw under am wadmon. or adhered 10 by persons professing a particular religion.
These if cnacted will bring about a clear delinition of the forms and 1erms under which
marriages are contracled.
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APPENDIX 7: INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

() Raymond Tamale OSB,
The founder and Dircelor ol the project. The African Bible on the Ground in the viiiage of

hope.

L. Whatis thus. " Yhe Alrican Bible on the Ground.”

2. s the Afnican Beble another Bible ditferent from the known Bible.

3. What prompted this deep reflection on the tssue of mewlturation.

4+ Explain the demonstrations and weachings of the African Bible on the Ground in the
scoop of "a true church re-capressed ™

3. Explain the relevance of the proiect 1o the focal people n the context of the whole

Christian reahitn

{1}) Mr. and Mrs. Wachira
The Wachra fanu v funded the whole construction of the bul on marriage,

l.

th

What mspiranon or cxpenienee molisated their commitmient o the realization of the
project.

How has this mvolvement mtlucnced the famel hit as a Chnistian family .

Docs this theme ~African Chrisuan marriage”™. iflucnce the tile stvle of the Chrnistian
values n the sociehy

What is the goal obyectin e of the project,

The heman constitution has no dehiuuons on terms and forms of marnage.

(IFE). Mr. and Mrs. Mathai
A fong scttled famrly w this place and actinely myvolved i the actiniiies of this local church.

= e b

The Generat response of the peepie o the Chnistian laith

The social structure and the value svstem ot the peopic

The beginnings of the project. the chadlenges

The (uture of the project and the oflect on the chureh connnunily .

{1V) Methodist church
Emphasised so much the idea of ecumentsm

i b —

" e

You hare come 1o the catholi¢ church

Is the project about the roman cathohc hiving?

What inspires vou on the project

What tuture does the project hold tor the christtan church?
How does the project influences vour Tauth understanding
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