Reflection for Wednesday 14th of October 2020 – Memorial of Saint Callistus I, Pope and Martyr

Readings:

Gal 5:18-25

Ps 1

Lk 11:42-46

“Woe to you Pharisees! Woe to you lawyers also!”

In today’s Gospel (Lk 11:42-46), Jesus is quoted as saying to His critics:

Pharisees: “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all kinds, and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you ought to have practiced, without neglecting the others. Woe to you Pharisees! For you love to have the seat of honor in the synagogues and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces. Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without realizing it.”

Lawyers: “Woe also to you lawyers! For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not lift a finger to ease them.

With these words to his critics, Jesus also wants to pass a message, in fact a teaching to his disciples – he wants each one of us to understand that just practicing our religion strictly without any Love in our heart is not correct. Showing everything externally to look good in others eyes is not real Christianity.

Often times, we may may think that our lives are marked with distinct achievements for the Lord, in our professional lives, in society and even within God’s very own Church. We may have begun to believe that we have gathered, gained and accumulated enough accomplishments to earn for us an impressive resume which we can be proud to show around and which hopefully we can present to our Lord and say, “See what I’ve done for you.” We have found it very comfortable to take the seat of honour that we tend not only to abuse the authority that our seat may have afforded us but we have also believed that everything else is at our own beck and call.

When we do our work for God, He wants us to build it on love and selfless service. He wants us to love one another and value one another. We are to serve others and share Christ with others but he does not want us to value our ministry more than we value our relationship with Him. He wants us to bring His Word to refresh and satisfy those who thirst and hunger. His desire is for us to empty ourselves of self so that He can fill us more and more of Himself, so that we can serve others and give more and more of ourselves. He wants us to be the servants of all, always last and not the first!

It’s easy to be blinded by success. We may think that because we have impressed other people, God will be impressed as well. Maybe it is time to examine our hearts and be honest to ourselves to say, “I am not really what everyone thinks I am. I am pretty empty behind the image I have tried to portray. I am nothing if God is not in my heart.”

When we openly acknowledge our shortcomings, God will reveal to us our true selves. He will show what we need to do, so that He may start building the real person He wants us to be. He will show us that accumulating and amassing all that we may need in this lifetime and even to the next should not be our concern but discarding the non-essentials.

God is calling us today to get rid of our boastful pride. He is asking us to give up our desire for glory, honour and credit. He wants us to strip ourselves of self until we can say, “All that I am and all that I have is God’s. He is in me and I am in Him and that is all that matters.” May our mother Mary intercede for us and help us so that our daily life as Christians may always me marked by love and be always a manifestation of the same. May Saint Callistus I, whose memorial we celebrate today, also intercede for us so that like him, we too may be ready to give up our live out of love for the sake of the gospel.
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