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GENERAL INTRODUCTION
Kenya is among countries regarded as de@loping in the Third World. It also™

among the African countries with a high rate of a population migrat'mg into urban centres.
&Majority of such population are in search for employment and better living conditions
Oecf T +o7F7,

believed to be available in urban centres due to high technological advancements in towns,

Kenya also tanks among African countries with a very high rate of a second class

R

gE-Il‘era[i_g_ll_Q_f street children in most of its main urban centres.

Like the rest of the African countries, Kenya has many street children between ages
four and eighteen who spend the tnajor part of their lives in city streets. This phenomenon
is one of the many social problems confronting the contemporary world. It is rapidly
becoming of a terribly and glaring chaltenge particularly in the urban but also rural areas.

“The street child phenonenon was first noticed in Nairobi in the 1960s. Street
children were then known as “parking boys™. This tenn was generally used by people in
the early 1970s instead of the plirase “street children.” The foriner term is derived froin
one of their popular activities, namely, directing motorists to available parking spaces

along crowded kerbs, especially during peak hours. These children would the cars until the vt~

-

drivers returned. The drivers would usually give thein tips. Their tips dmaoﬁ;i-éﬁ on the
——

generosity of the drivers,

Street children are posing a setious problein in Nairobi, Some leave their homes

because they are forced into the streets in order to contribute to their families and to

thhemselves meager incomes in whatever way they can. They engage themselves in shining

~— —— — — - —_

shoes, selling newspapers, hauling garbage, begging, prostitutiun, washing cars, guarding

cars and carrying luggage. The phenomenon of street children presents a serious social

1. ANPI'CAN, Hearing on Street Children in Kenya: a Report en a learing el in Nairobi. Nairobi:
APPCAN, 1995,




challenge in Kenya. It needs to be considered carefully by individuals, communities, the
society as a whole as well as international non-governmental orgéﬁiéatim (NGOs).
Children need guidance in moral discipline and responsibility from parents. And leaders,
the government, NGOs and churches should be good role models in the society. Here in
Kenya, factors accounting for this phenomenon are multi-faceted and embrace socio-
economic, cultural, political, spiritual and environmental realities. In particular, they
| include poverty, ethnic clashes, disease, unemployment, family disintegration, single
parenthood, child labour, lack of parental love and care and other forms of child abuse
right from their home.
The question of street children in Nairobi and other Kenya’s urban centres has
become one of the main social problems among others that demand an urgent and
- profound answer from everybedy. City streets have turned out to be gpheres of influence
and attraction for this fast growing generation of street children. Hence the visible reality
of large numbers of children of school-going age flocking in the urban-centres in Kenya,
A couniry which is concemed about the future welfare and potentialities of its people must
give top priority the proper upbringing of its children. Accordingly, every person should
have arole to play in order to support the innocent street children.
There is a national steering committee in Nairobi. It focuses on the challenge of

street children. A significant number of NGOs are emerging to deal with the plight of

%ﬂh‘eet children. Included in the NGOs are churches and foreign organmizations. The Don- M
. = T — J

Bosco is a case inl point. It is involved in rehabilitating street children into a normal life . _/c

through providing training and counselling services. It provides 4 temporal home for the ﬁ
children as they undergo rehabilitation. L&(JJ
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CHAPTER ONE
BACKGROUND OF TIIE STUDY

1.0 DEFINITION OF TERMS

Don Bosco: a French and founder of Salesian Institute or congregation.

Street children: children, who shelter in the streets. They eat and earn their living from
the garbage. Street children can be defined as ** those boys and girls who dwell on the
streets with the purpose of making a living for themselves and their families. Accordingly,
all children aged between three and twenty-five years who live, beg and work in the
streets and those aged below three years who live and beg with their families in the street

can be termed as street children. Three categories of street children can be identified:

1. “Full-time street children: those who work and live within the streets and have nothing
or very little to do with their families.

2. Part-time street children: those who work ot beg in the streets but return to their homes
at night.

3. Temporary visitors: these are children who come (o the streets during school holidays
or special days for the purpose of begging or working.”?

Rehabilitation: the process of restoring or re-establishing a street child to his/her former

state. It is a process restoring or bringing back street children to a condition of health or

usefulness and constructiveness in the society.

2 NICEF Report, 1996, p. 20.



Undugu society: it is a name of organization that deals with street children. It is derived
from the Kiswahili word for brotherhood, hence captures the core focus of the
organization.

Slum: a residential area /place within a city. Slum is a squalid section of a city,
characterized by overcrowded houses and people infetior living conditions. Slum areas
lack adequate and proper human habitation facilities such as housing/shelter, electricity,

waler, sanitation, roads, schools, health centres and security.

1.1 SFATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The problem of street children is almost a workiwide phenomenon, prevalent in urban
areas, especially. in the less developed countries. “In Kenya, street children were initially
identified in the late 1960s as ‘parking boys’ but the problem of the street children began
to be explicitly lelt in 1970s.™

Initially, their number was negligible. However, with time, the number of street
children is rapidly increasing day in day out. This reality poses a real dilemma to the
society especially in view of the accompanying wotrying implications. One cannot avoid
wondering how best 1o respond to this problematic issue.

The living conditions of the street children are serious. These children are on the
street out of sheer compulsions to survive, Those in Nairobi must strive Lo earn their daily
bread. Soine of them have to carry very heavy luggage, shine shoes, hawk small goods,
wash cars, and perform scores of other jobs to support themselves and their families at

very tender and early ages.

* ANPPCAN, Ilearing on Street Children in Kenya: A Report on a Hearing Held in Nairobi. Nairobi;

APPCAN, 1995,
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The street children are exposed to bad weather and other risks while on streets.
These children miove around most of the time starving. They are vulnerable to various
forms of chronic health problems, for example, cold, cough, 111alarié, iyphoid, gastritis,
anaemia and Tuberculosis (TB). They face tlie risk of deadly diseases such as HIV/AIDS

and are subjected to pliysical and psycho-emotional abuse. Some are handicapped
- i

physically or nientally and are mostly involved in begging.

Besides, they are also prone to harassment by the public and even the police. And
often, they fall prey to deviani habits and criminal activities. Most of them have lost
contact with their fwnilies aliogether and live on streets on their own, exposed to
suffering. In their struggle for survival on the streets, such children are confronted with
other difficult situations including malnutrition, itnproper food, clothing, shelter and
sexual abuse. Other abuses are violence, child labour and depression.

There are individual, church, NGOs and government efforts to address this
challenging reality. But the problem of street children rather than decreasing is in fact
increasing. Evidently, we contiue witnessing more street children in Nairobi This leads
us to ask ourselves some very pertinent questions. Is street life extremely damaging to the
children physically, spiritually and inentally? s it that those involved are not fully aware
of the root causes? Have they studied such causes before initiating their projects? Is it that
their methods are not effective? Could it be that they lack networking? These questions
invite a research inguiry which this project hopes to respond to. Specifically, we will be

guided by the undermentioned research questions.

1.2 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
. What are the main root causes of the phenomenon of street children?

2. Why are street children apparently increasing in number yearly?
5
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3. What do street children encounter on the streets?
4. What is the view of the public about street children?
5. What have families, the NGOs, the Church, the government, and the society at large

done so far in search of meaningful solutions 1o the plight of street children?

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

1. To examine the life experiences of the street children,

2. To explore factors underlying the phenomenon of street children.

3. To analysis the response of the Church, through Bosco -Boys, to the challenge of
street chiidren,

/@To make recommendations on how to concretely, through designing a project

proposal for street children, respond to their plight.  qyfeadr Ay waeo ~—
r\\w 2 T8 vavea. O Q,\-.‘{p?

1.4 BASIC ASSUMPTIONS

1. The life experiences of street children are pathetic.

-— _—  w— - - o-

2. There are street children in Bosco Boys from different slums because of poverty.
b ?;fhere are street children because of broken families.
" J?i There are street children because of ethnic clashes.
5. The response of the Church to the phenomenon of street children has not been
:} effective.

6. A more integral approach is needed to alleviate the challenge of street children.

§]



1.5 JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY

The study deals with street children, one of our today’s biggeslt. social problem in
Nairobi. Findings will, therefore, be a great contribution to not only the understanding of
the problem, but also reaching a solution.

The research focuses on the wider capacity of looking at all the possibilities to deal
with the problem and take probable actions in order to solve it. The study attempts to find
out factors that are said to be core cauges of the challenge of street children in Nairobi.
The study gives prospects and recommendations in order to eradicate or minimize the
plight of street children,

Most studies undertaken before ignore the importance of integral approaches in
responding to the challenging reality of street children. The present study hopes to
supplement these studies by underlining the unportance of corporate efforts as the

effective way to addressing the phenomenon of street children.



CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter reviews literature related to our area of research interest. The literature

freviewed deals specifically with factors underlying the phenomenon of children in the
streets. Some of the major root causes include poverty, family breakdown, drug abuse,
child labour, ethnic clashes, lack of parental love and care as weil as family planning
, among others. These are quitﬂc:_u_d_& problems. They need to be addressed if the problem

of street children has to be brought to minimal levels. The chapter is based on reference

books, magazines, newspapers, long essays and full-scale projects related to our subject.

2. 1 POVERTY
“Poverty means lack of sulficient material and cultural resources to sustain a healthy
existence.” Poverty is a culturally derived concept measured in terms of cultural
expectations. It is relative to the extent in which human beings believe they are deprived
of the necessities of life. Poverty is a low standard of living that undermines the health,
moral and self-respect of an individual or a group of individuals. The term poverty is
related to dissatisfaction and of a misery kind of living in the society. These lead to loss of
one’s self-dignity and respect. As a result, victims of poverty look for undesirable resorts
of drug, drink, alcohol, domestic violence and irresponsibility, among others.
Hunger in societies ravages most people. Unattended to or neglected, the situation can

be widespread and devastative. When it reaches threatening and alarming levels, the

“David Jary & Julia Jary, Ed. Unwin Hyman Dictionary of Sociology. (New York: Harper Collins
Publications, F995), p. 512




government, in a crisis-management way, usually attempts lo intervene without adequate
preparation as if in the first place, it was unaware of the poor situation. Poor people should
be helped to live with awareness that it is also their responsibility to 'bring about change
towards a more comfortable life.

Millions of people in Africa are victims of chronic hunger. The wealth of many
Affican countries is in the hands of only a few powerful rulers and those in charge. People
themselves have failed to look for important issues. For example, in December 2001, 1
interviewed James Kihara, one of the street children in Kuwinda slum on how he got a
chance in Don Bosco. Ile narrated of how they were displaced frotn Kibera slums when a
Member of Parliament (MP) announced the lowering of rental rates to 25% without the
consent of landlords. This caused war between tenants and landlords. As a result, most
families lost their properties and had no place for shelter since their dwelling places and
properties were destroyed through arson. If the MP of the area could have convened a
meeting to discuss initiating a project that could uplifi their standards of living, thii could
be appropriz‘xte. Unfortunately, he had not. This phenomenon of war las led to lack of
food, shelter, and even education. “It is unjust for some members to live in great luxury,
well protected while his/her neighbour lives in object poverty. One becomes less human
wlhile another becomes tnore hunan.”™ This MP has instead inflicted pain and worsened
the already deplorable condition of the likes of Kibera who now feel totally displaced with
life which has no meaning at all.

The reality of street children is inseparable from poverty. Many of these children
who are in the streets are from poor families. Majority of poor families live in shun areas.

Healthwise, sluin-dwellers are poor, characterized by inadequate or deplorable shelter,

R

; 48 G'Qorgc Kinoti. Hope for Africa and What the Christiang Can [ (Nairobi: International Bible

——f . Society Africa, 1997), p. 15.
T
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food, clothing and sanitation. For children who come from such families, there is no
difference really between sleeping on the street, or inside a plastic hut in the stums. The
slum shelters are too small to accommodate a family. Hygienic condril';:ms are virtually
non-existent. There are hardly any decent toilet facilities; there are limited or no space at
all in or around the buildings, leave alone access roads. Overcrowding is explicit hence
diseases can spread rampantly. Food is a major problem in the sense that many families
camot afford adequate, and safe food. Parents and their children get up in the morning and
sometimes go to bed without having eaten anything.

Poverty is a big problem here in Kenya. Many people do not have adequate food,
shelter, Jand, or livestock. They are forced to abandon their children. As a result, children
must seek for altermative survival strategies outside their families. \Accordingly, some
bt?cpme beggars and if they do not get anything, they resort to stealing.

Because of hard life, the street children becomne tough and aggressive. They begin
fending for themselves in the streets. Initially, they go back home but eventually they
make the streets their homes. Poverty in Kenya can be categorized into two: primary and
secondary. Primary poverty arises when the income of an individual or family is
insufficient to provide for the basic needs required for physical efficiency. Secondary
poverty arises from the mismanagement of an income that otlieiwise has been sufficient
for the satisfaction of basic human needs. Parents find themsetves unable to afford the
basic needs required by their children. This is mainly due to economic hardships and
unemployment. When children find themselves lacking life basics such as clothing, food,
and shelter at home, they opt to run to the streets to have the unmet needs met by the street
context, They receive food and other handouts from well-wishers to supplement what they

scavenge for as waste food from dustbins.

10
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Unemployment is a situation where one who is able to work looks for a salaried
job in vain, Cases of this kind abound in Nairobi, Many people comﬁlme to stream from
rural to urban areas in search for employment. Already, those with skills and professional
training and experience cannot easily find employment. Yet most of those in the rural to
urban exodus have very limited trade skills. They find it extremely difficult to get jobs in
urban areas. Pitied against very hostile socio-economic situations, some of them neglect or
abandon their families. Others send their children o look for whatever work they can find
in order to survive. The children are sent to sell petly items such as sweels, fruits,
groceries and papers, among other things. Apart from the throat-cutting competition on the
streets as they jostle for customers, they have to battle it out with City Commission
askaris, who regard their survival enterprises as illegal.

In certain cases, parents move to various towns to find for the children and for
themselves better facilities such as education, good lifestyle, clean water and electricity.
They end up with no job and no money. The result is to encourage their children to
survive on their own. Unemployment brings for many people frustrations and despair.

Because of this, the number of street children continues to swell unabatedly.

2.3 FAMILY BREAK-DOWN

By broken families is meant families in which the parents are divorced or

————

children in the streets. Consequently, too much responsibility is levied on one parent. This

may result into poor planning of family matters and non-observance of basic duties that

¢ A.S Homnby, Ed. Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
Publication, 1997), p. 142,




solidifics a family. As such "children take to the street as a clear opticﬁn._ especially in
families of single mothers, who are disadvantaged by their inferior position to which
women are oflen subjected in relation to property rights."’ |

When parents separate or divorce, children are the first casualties to suffer socially,
economically, morally and psycho-emotionally. Sormetimes when a family breaks up, both
parents refuse taking responsibility for their children. Children have to fend for themselves
in the streets since they are abandoned and nobody wants to take care of themn.

Therce are cases where children lose their parents either accidentally or __through
diseases like AIDS. This leaves the children without any guardian, especially when there
are no close relatives. Sometimes parents are maimed or kifled during wars or ethnic
clashes in their own countries or forced to seek asylutn or refuge in exile due to political
reasons. They might leave their children behind with nobody to take care of them. This
way, children end up on streets due to lack of proper care.

God bestows upon parents the responsibility of pro-creating and taking full
responsibility in providing the offsprings with the necessities of life like clothing,
education and spiritual growth. A big number of street children are, therefore, victims of

broken families.

2.4 SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES
Single-parent families are said to be a major causative factor to the phenomenon of

street children today. Single parent family refers to a famity with one parent and one or
S

more children. The cause of single parent family could be separation or divorce from

husbands who walked away or died. Some women had children after being raped or

7 ANPPCAN. Hearing on Street Children in Kenya: A Report on Hearing Held in Nairobi. {Nairobi:
APPCAN, 1995), p.18.
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1hrough trial marriages. Others also bore children through incest from a cousin or other
relatives.

Generally, women have not had ample access to education like their male
counterparts hence very few of them are economically independent of men. When they are
rendered single-parents, the burden is often extremely and strenuously overwhelming.
They cannot adequately satisfy the basic needs of the children. Apart from ensuring the
survival of its niembers, a family must provide a proper atmosphere for them to develop
physically, socially, emotionally, morally, intellectually and spiritually in order for them
to live meaningfully in a society. When a parent is lefl alone, this becomes an uphill task,
particularly for a mother. And often, many of them, loose most, if not all benefits they had
before after a relationship breaks. When a family experiences a breakdown of the union,
children may po to the streets. Though single parents could refer to either single mothers
or single fathers, many street children come from single mother families.

Problems related to single parenthood could be as follows:

e Loneliness could be a major problem. The single mother feels insecure without a
husband to protect her.

e The community generally does not respect a woman having children at home without
a husband. 1t views such women as unfaithful. This results in a stigma on those who
have children outside marriage. Children also lack identity: everyone is called by a
father's name. Not to be called by the (ather’s name is abusive.

0;' Single mothers feel that the Church has no good place for them. Single mothers feel
that they are far from God and far from Christians. Often, they are condemned and
not appreciated or valued in Church. These women feel like condemned

people/outcasts.

13



The majority of single parents are girls and women streaming from rural to urban
areas with the hope of earning money for their lives. The women use any imeans in order
to survive but end up in the mentioned pathetic situations. Single parents find it very
difMicult to provide the basic needs for their children and themselves. Other times, men
run away from their wives, leaving the latter to remain with children. These problems
affect the children and also the whole society. Because of these difficult situations, they
are very needy and become vulnerable to any relationship with a man who appears 10
understand. Unfortunately, many of such men simply take advantage of them for sexual
gains. When pregnancy resulis from such relationship, they e abandoned by the men
and lefl with the burden of raising the child, Hence the single mothers are not able to
provide basic needs. As a result, the children run away from home (o go and live in

streets where they may become thieves.

2.5 CHILD ABUSE

Child abuse may arise in different ways. Sexually, a parent or guardian may

abuse the child by having sexual relations with her. A parent or parents may also inflict

excessive pain or violence on children in the name of discipline. For instance, a parent

brutally cains, burns or tortures in some way a child over some minor offence. Child abuse
may manifest itself as mental injuries where a parent uses abusive and devastative
fanguage or locking the child in a room as a form of punishinent.

Child abuse may also arise when a parent denies the child food or adequate

clothing. There is also "denial of a child's education, recreation, normal socialization

process that enables the child to be integrated in the society.”® This affects children

® Iabiv 1Xllape . An Ixperience With Street Children. (Nairobi: Undugu Society of Kenys, 1997), p.
104,
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physically, mentally, spiritually and sexually. This lack of love leads a child to look for

another source of love and the streets may just produce the apparent right environment 10

such child.

2.6 CHILD LABOUR

Closely related and identified with child abuse is child labour. It could be defined
as the activity of a human person whereby the necessities of life are satisfied and one's
abilities are applied in accordance with his will and capabilities.” But defining child labour
remains elusive.'® This is because children often work for their own interest or to enhance
their own development, without necessarily disrupting their education, their health, their
recreation or their up-bringing, They may also work alongside parents as part of the
enculturation process, which is positive in every society. Nevertheless, child labour is
deemed to exist when the work children do is exploitative. It has been defined as the
engagement of a child under sixteen years of age in the labour force to the detriment of
his/her education, mental, intellectual, physical or moral development and social well
being. This child labour involves full-time work at an early age, working long hours under
inhuman conditions and exposure to undue physical, social and psychological stress for
low wages. It occurs when this type of work hampers access to education. AGenerally it
inhibits children's developinent or undermines their dignity such as was and still is found
in the case of slavery or bonded labour and of sexual exploitation.

Child labour is a world phenomenon, not a problem that is limited to poor

countries. It can hardly be elininated without addressing poverty. Although it is true that

Robert C. Broderic, The Catholic Enyclopedia. (U.S.A : Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1976), p. 333.
i Aylward Shorter & Fidwin Onyancha. Street Chitdren in Altica: Nairobi Case Study. (Nairobi: Pauline
PPublication, 1999), p.52-53.
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poor countries constitute a vast reservoir ol child labourers, especially street children, it is
important 1o try and eliminate child labour. This involves wider measures aimed at
reducing poverty. For instance, some parents stop their children from -sc.hool in order to
have them employed so as to support the family. In such cases, children escape home to
urban centres where they seek their own employment as house-helps. [t turns out that afier
a long life experience in urban life loitering on the strects without a job, such children turn
to street life. It is common, in African families, to see children working in their home.
Girls attend to young brothers and sisters and help their mothers with all sorts of domestic
chores. Boys follow (heir fathers and grown-ups. This is part of the education parents give
to their children and is not considered as child labour.

When families are very poor, they feel compelled to hire and send out their
children to earn some money. This is done either directly or through middle-people. The
children then become commodities, which are marketed or sold. In this case, the
protective family structure is "substituted by" the imbalance of power between the
employer and the child. The child becomes totally dependent upon the living conditions
provided by the employer and the consequences are demial of education, denial of
recreation, poor health and denial of the normal socialization process that enables the child
to be integrated within the society. Girls tend to be sexually exploited. At times they hate
fife and end up as street children. Others are treated like slaves; they also need freedom

and so they try to find it in the streets.

2.7 ETHNIC CLASHES

Ethnic associations are very important in Africa. People feel at home when they
speak their mother tongue. This is the medium in which they like to exchange
ideas, messages, so as to keep in close contact with others who belong to the same
ethnic groups, especially in the urban centres. In many countries, however, the

16



uses of the local language or the associations related to ethnic groups have been
labeled tribalistic." |

But the truth is that the many conflicts that have taken place since the independence of
most Affican countries are a sign that a flag, a political and a territorial boundary, did pot
unite peoples to the extent that they could consider themselves as one nation. On October
29, 1991 ethnic clashes erupted, for the first time, at Miteitei Farm, Nandi District on the
border of the Rift Valley, Nyanza and Western provinces. At their peak, the clashes
affected 3 out of 8 provinces and nearly 20 out of Kenya's 62 districts. By November
1993, over 1500 people had been killed and more than 300,000 others displaced. Most of
clashes was in the Rift Valley. They were sent away from their lands. Their homes were
burnt and thieir properties grabbed or destroyed. May of them came to uban areas wiiere
they did not have relatives. Since then,

Life became difficult and some remained in the streets,

Kenya needs to overcome ethnic clashes, which create division among the
citizens. For example, the 1992 ethnic clashes like many others, left innocent people dead
- and without property. Those who survived made their way into towns or scatfered far
away in order to escape. Streets became the only safe haven for them. It is in the streets
that refugees could search for food Ethnic clashes affect the whole nation in various
aspects. They contribute towards underdevelopment, splitting families, displacement of
people, destroying human and natural resources. As a result, children become orphans
without mothers and fathers or even both Among the options the innocent children have
taken are to go into the streets in order to survive. It was surprising that sometimes at the

Bosco Boys Centre, a child could tell the researcher that he did not know Nairobi well,

" Marioi Agular. The Rwanda Genocide and Call to Deepen Christianity in Africa. (Eldoret: AMECEA

Gaba Publication, 1998), pp 22-23.
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that he walked many miles to come to Nairobi. He did not have a relative in Nairobi hence

remained in the streets.

2.8 IUMAN IMMUNODEFICIENCY VIRUS(HIV)/ACQUIRED IMMUNE
DEFICIENCY SYNDROME (AIDS)

Currently, HIV/AIDS in Kenya poses a serious threat, compounding the
phenomenon of street children. At least 600 people are reported to die daily as a result of
AIDS and related illnesses. In this case, children are left orphans. AIDS orphans bave
been found to face increasing difficulties in locating a secure place within the extended
family network. The housebold dynamics do not favour them. The decision by the
extended family. to foster orphaned children is not necessarily a matter of economics.
Most of the families that agreed to foster a child were living below the poverty line,
whereas the wealthier relatives tend to minimize their links with the orphans. When these
wealthier families' members offered their help, it was not enough.

HIV /AIDS has not only affected children but also the whole of the society in one
way or another. HIV /AIDS, perhaps, more than any other disease in the history of
humankind, has a direct effect on one's chances for education. HIV /AIDS destroys an
individual's self-esteemn, curtails personal freedom, has a devastating psychological effects
and can be a day-to -day nightmare for those who have developed full blown AIDS.

"HIV /AIDS is common among street children. This should not surprise us in

view of their being so sexually active."’? The street child phenomenon is therefore linked

12 Aylward Shorter & FHdwin Onyancha. Street Children in Africa. Op. Cit, p.110.
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to the question of AIDS awareness, AIDS prevention and the care of people living with

AlDS.

2.9 Family Planning (FP)
Kenya's FP programme starled in 1967. It is the oldest in the region. But 1_mtil
recently, FP had a negligible impact on the use of contraceptives and fertility. For a long

time uptil the early 1980s Kenya had the highest levels of fertility in Sub-Saharan Africa.

A%

The ineffectiveness of Kenya's FP programme is attributed to lack of government's v+

commitment (o family planning and the programmatic emphasis on the supply side of
family planning rather than on effort towards changing norms regarding family size. Yet
this would be said of the period to 1978, because from 1979 the government's attention to

FP and the broadening of FP programmes have been noticeable.

/' The change in government's policy to family planning has yielded significant ~

\ changes in levels of contraceptive use and fertility. The use of contraceptives
" among currently married women increased from 6.8% in 1977/78 to 17% in 1984,

< ‘L 26.9% in 1989 and 32.7% in1993."
On the other hand, fertility declined from a high percentage of 8.1 children per women in
1977/78 to 7.7 in 1989 and 5.4 in 1993, the decline being slower (0.4 children) during the
carlier period (1977/78 to 1989, and 1.3 children from 1989 to 1993). The decline in
fertility has been happening when use of modern contraceptive methods among currently
married women has been sharply increasing (from 4.3% in 1977/78 to 9.7% in 1984,
17.9% in 1989 and 27.3% in 1993). Still many of the children met in the streets say that

they came from large families, Meagre resource with many mouths to feed, bodies to cloth

etc, will always give option into the streets,

BGule Gugulethu, African Population Paper No. 2: A Review of Family Planning in Sub-Sahara Africa.
(Africa: African Publication and Enviromnent Iustitute), 1994
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2.10 CONCLUSION

This chapter has reviewed literature on street children. Factors underlying the
phenomenon of street children have been identified and discussed. Evidently, their
situation is pathetic, calling for profound response of the society. This is why, in addition
lo secondary sources, we had to experience their situation and talk to them and those who
work with them. In this way, we hoped to get their views to help us meaningfully develop
effective strategies to confront their situations. This ig addressed in our Chapter Four. But
before going to that, let us see in the next chapter, the research methodology that helped us

in procuring data.
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CHAPTER TIIREE
RESEARCH DESIGN AND M E’['liODOLOGYV
3.0 INTRODUCTION “
This chapter focuses on research methodology. It comprises a description of the
research sites, sample procedures, data collection procedures and methods of data

analysis.

3.1 DESCRIPTION OF RESEARCH SITES

The theme of the study revolves around the phenomenon of street children in
Kenya with special reference to Don Bosco Boys, Kuwinda in Nairobi. In this case,
although Nairobi City is the main focus, other different areas within it are included. Thus,
Bosco Boys, Kuwinda; Bosco Boys Rehabilitation Centre Langata; Bosco Boys, Karen;
De La Salle Centre; Sacred Heart Brothers and St. Charles Lwanga Brothers were areas

from which the researcher got respondents.

3.2 SAMPLING PROCEDURES

Majority of respondents were male with very few female. The number of females are 8
and that of males 152. Once again, targeted centres in this study were Bosco Boys,
Kuwinda; Bosco-Boys Rehabilitation Centre Langata and Bosco Boys, Karen, These
centres deal with many street children and have offices that assist the children hence were
chosen in order to provide the experience and information pertinent to our study focus.
Our respondents were in three categories. First, there were street children, Second, there
were those in Bosco Boys, Kuwinda and, third, people working with street children. The
latter include religious, lay people and social workers. We interviewed about 12% boys

from Don Bosco Boys Kuwinda, as representative sample of the whole population. We
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used random sampling to get interviewees, particularly small and young boys. We

contacted them through the Director as well as brothers and friends working there.

33 METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION
The researcher collected data with the help of four research assistants who were
two brothers, a social worker and a lay person. These had experience in encountering the
reality of street children. To overcome the problem of language barriers, Kenyan brothers
helped in interpretation during our communication with street children. Most of them used
Kswahili. It was eagy since these brothers understood the language of these children.

To conduct this research, various methods of data collection were employed. They
were used in surveying the chailenge of street children in the society. In so doing, both
primary and secondary data were required. To generate the former, field research
* encompassing techniques of interviews, questionnaires, participation and observation were

used.

3.3.1 Primary Data Collection
As mentioned already, primary data was collected particularly during field
research which we conducted for two and a half months from June to August, 2000. These

methods were helpful to the researcher. Let us briefly look at them.

1. Questionnaires

The questionnaires were administered to target various categories of respondents
in Bosco Boys, Kuwinda, Bosco Boys Rehabilitation Centre Langata;, St Martin’s
Rehabilitation Centre Huruma- Kariobangi; Bosco Boys, Karen Town and Uhuru Park. A

total number of 160 questionnaires were prepared and administersd to street children and
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religious people as already mentioned. The purpose was to get to the root cause of the
challenge of street children. This was designed to assess the awareness of people’s
responsibility about the problem of street children. Out of the said 160 questionnaires only

108 were returned. This 68 % return was quite impressive.

2. Interviews

Scheduled interviews were carried out to establish various opinions of street
children, parents and people working with street children, Interview schedules were for
street children, social workers, lay people, and religious brothers and sisters. We
interviewed social workers about the root causes of street children their needs, the role of
church and the .role of government in addressing the plight o street children. We also
interviewed children living on the streets. Their historical background; reasons for their
being on the street; and their future prospects lormed our research focus. We used random

sampling design to get the interviewees to give us the information we needed.

3. Participation and observation

Participation and observations were also instrumental in collecting primary data. We had
our two and half month’s experience in the field research in Bosco Boys, Kuwinda, in
June to August 2000. During that time, we participated in various activities in Bosco Boys
Kuwinda. These included teaching, playing, and working with the boys. Having such
experience with these boys, we had observed dilferent personality/characteristic traits
from them. For example, some of the boys had discipline problems in classrooms, in the
dinning room, and in various games. They would engage in fighting each other as well as

exptess a “ don't-care” attitude. If a stranger talked to them, they seemed unconformable
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and would run away. On the other hand, some of them lhad very good personality and

behaviour, displaying respect to people. Some were very inteiligent in class.

3.3.2 Secondary Data Collection

Secondary data collection in this study was from various sources, in particular
through library research work Most helpful were Tagaza College Library, Catholic
University of Easter Africa (CUEA) Library, Hekima College Library, De Paul Library,
and De La Salle Library. In these libraries, were books, newspapers, magazines and the
Internet which we reviewed. From library research, we gathered three categories of data.
First, was information on socio-demographic and educational aspects of street children.
Second, was the type and nature of work done by street children and related factors, Third,
was data on problems confronting street children, This library research was helpful in our

chapter on literature review.

34 METHODS OF DATA ANALYSIS

In the process of analyzing and interpreting the data collected, the researcher
applied some elementary statistical tools. These tools include tables, frequencies and
percentages,
The formula used to calculate the percentage is given as F/N* =%
Where: N is the total number of respondents.

F is the frequency of occurrence of the problem,
Discussions were used to interpret tables, relating frequencies and percentages and other
vital information. This is what has constituted data analysis out of which some
conclusions have been drawn. On the basis of this analysis, some recommendations have

been made. Let us then move to the next chapter on data analysis.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

4, 0 INTRODUCTION

Chapter Three dealt with the research design and methodology. This helps us to
progress to the present chapter which focuses on data presentation, analysis and
discussion. The data presented in this chapter was collected in various ways so that it
could guide us towards analysis. It gives the findings gathered through questionnaires and
interviews. The questionnaires were administered to target groups in the Bosco Boys,
Kuwinda and street children who live on the streets. Those interviewed were 28 from
Bosco Boys and 49 street children from Nairobi City and also fifteen social workers and

religious people:

4.1 DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
The period from the middle of January to the end of March, 2002 was spent on
data analysis. It is pretty hard to dig out exact information about Kenyan street children,
The majority of street children have adapted a peculiar way of telling their life history.
;I""‘l"hey lie about their family background, ages and reasons leading to their presence inlK
_streets, It is understandable that this is their survival technique world-wide.
e ¢y Lo dladd ABa (xpms  dant AT (R UK /"'Fy.:t
Again, emotional reactions to the street children make it difficult to remain
objective and to report accurately about them. Researchers are forced to make their
inferences. This, however, undermines the children's ability to emerge as real human
beings in their difficult situations. Due to this unclear picture, one cannot easily judge

their honesty and sincerity. Also, the researcher remains sceptical about his/her perception

and the accuracy of his/her research work. The researcher examined factors related to the
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phenomenon of street children to come up with effective strategies. The role of the Church
in addressing the problem of street children through rehabilitation programmes was also
considered. The samples below were used to reinforce the analysis of the data collected.
We made attempts to present the data in two categories, namely, questions to children who

live on the streets and those in Bosco Boys, Kuwinda.

Table I: Age Profile of Respondents

i o ) Questionnaire A | Questionnaire B Average total

| Response | F 1| Y F |% F Yo

(10-19 | 42 86 11 40 53 63
20 ~ 29 6 12 14150 20 |31

3039 _ I

140-49 o

| N/R 1 2 |3 101 2 7
Total 49 100 28 100 77 100

The above Table |, illustrates the different ages of the children who live on the streets and
in Bosco Boys, Kuwinda. From the table, an average of 63% of street children walked out
from their home at the early age and live on the streets, It shows that the problems of these
street children started right from their homes. Some of the factors that pushed children to
the streets were poverty, family break-down, and child abuse, among others. These
children tried to search for their basic needs out of their own home.  '+.5 o, S~ c{

. <:'\.-.'L.k_» C Ay — cp\.::.ceﬁ?

MY e CAN T
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Table 2: Gender Differences of Street Children Who Responded to the
Questionnaires

7 Qu&?ionnaire:ﬂ 'Questionnaire: Average total
B
Respomse | B | % | ¥ % _|F_ "[%
Temale | 8 16 o 8 8
Male 40 ~ 8 | 28 [100 |68 9]
INR L) 2 I 1
| Total | 49 | 100 [ 28 (100 77 100

Table 2 reflects the gender differences which we have on the streets of Nairobi. In this

data analysis, 91% of the respondents were boys. There were 8% girls. The number of

— — Te——

. -
boys is growing very fast rather than decreasing:"These children are on the streets because

L

of different reasons including, peer pressure, family problems and ethnic clashes.

Table 3a: Living Parents and Guardians of Street Children

_Questionnaire B

Questionnaire A

o Alive - . Alive :E Ave. %

e (Yes | No | NR | Yes | No | NR |Yes |No|NR

Response |F | % |F |% |F [% |[F [%|F [%[F |%

Father 2705 t227as [2 7a 114171 {3 |6 |21 [47 |40 |15

s 1243 10 16

Motier 13 T6 114120 T2 T4 1175 |9 |3 {4 |14 61 |31 [9

AR I R 1A T VRS S N 1 . 2 SO

Guardian 11 127136175 11 T2 1 5 3 11 [9 |32 [4t |43 [17
2 |5 6 |7 I

Table 3a points out whether the street child’s parent/guardian is alive or not. 1t discloses
that 47% of the street children knew that their father was alive. Tlhe table shows that 61%
of the street children knew that their mother was ative. Some 47% of the street children
did not know about their guardians. This table shows us that 61% of street children know
more about their mother than their father or guardian. These chiidren went Lo the streets at
an carly age hence do not know the guardian and their own background. It seems that

majorily are from single-mother families. As we got the information from the respondents,
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these street children did not know the background of their parents because of death, ethnic

clashes and family break-down.

Table: 3b: Parents and Guardians of Street Children Known

Ql@ipggaire A *(juestioﬁiaire B
Kng_yyg I Krnown AVE., %

Yes No N/R Yes No | NR |Yes | No N/R
Respons |F | % |F |% |F |% (F [%|F [%|F [ %
e
Father 11 13 18 |16 |22 145 11 |4 {5 11 |1 |36 |43 |17 |4l
| alone 9 19 [ 13 |6 8 |0 L
Mother |2 |5 |8 im‘ i3 12711 [5 01 |4 |1 |46 |54 {10 |37
| Alone |8 |7 L4104 1 13
Guardian |1 |2 (1 [2 [38 |78 1 {3 {2 |7 11 |57 |28 |5 |68

01]o 10 67 6

The above Table 3b shows that a number of the street children know their
parents/guardians, As the table indicates, an average of 43% of street children know their
father, 54% know their mother, and 28% their guardians. The results indicate that a good
number of these children know their parents. Majority of them know their mothers than
fathers. That means that they come from single-mothers families. This may underline
economic factors as being the reason for them being on the streets. Thus, their mothers
cannot adequately cater for their diverse but basic needs, particularly in an urban situation

where the cost of living is probibitively high.

Table 4: Siblings

QBE:@E::-EI“ ___, Questionnaire B
. Response I Yo K %o
Brothers _42 86 _ 21 96
' N/R 7 14 1 4
| Sisters 42 86 24 86
| N/R 7 14 4 14

28



Table 4 indicates that the majority of street children have brothers and sisters. From
Questionnaires A, 86% of street children have more than two brothers. According to
Questionnaire B from the Bosco Boys, 96% have brothers. Besides, ciﬁééﬁonnaires A and
B record 14% and 4% lack of response respectively. They expressed uncertainty over
knowledge as to whether or not they had brothers and sisters. It could be understood to
mean that these children left home at an early age to live on the streets. But the table
shows that they are numerous in their family. Apparently, their families could not to
provide for the basic needs of these children, forcing them into the streets. From these
findings, we can conclude that efforts to address the challenge of street children must
address their family backgrounds. Most of children have siblings, parents and/or
guardians. What needs to be established and addressed is what forces them out of the

homes to the street which obviously are not luxurious as such. What they are running

away from must be addressed.

Table 5: Educational Level of Street Children.

N Questionnaire A | Questionnaire B | Average tolal
| Response _Fy % ] F__]%_ [F %
| Pomary | 38 | 78 1 16 157 54 68
_Secondary 7 4 1 1 4 8 9

| College - b - |

| University i 2 | "6 21 7 12
| N/R N R TRE 12
. Others ] .

Total 49 100 28 100 77 100

From Table 5 above on the level of education of street children, the majority (68%) had
primary education. This was followed interestingly by questionnaires A and B recording
an average of 12% of those with university education. Finally, was 9% of those who had
reached secondary school level. The rest did not respond. From this table, it can be

inferred that most street children reach primary school and then drop out, most probably
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because their parents are too poor to pay their school fees. Some of the street children
attend schools on part time basis and they return to the streets in search of something. But
the majority drop from the schools because of financial problems. The saine would apply
to those with secondary and university level education. Given the high rate of
unemployment, non-completion of all these levels of education cannot guarantee to

anyone, meaningful employinent.

Table 6: Questionnaire A. Person(s) the Street Children are Living with,

| Response F %
Both parents 4 8
Father alone
Mother alone 13 27
Father and step mother 1 __ 2
Mother and step father _ | R )
| Brother/ sister 5 10
Relative 3 6
 Others _19 ] 39
NR i 8
Total T 49 ~ 100 i

Table 6 shows that the street children live with different relatives. From the above table
27% of strect children live with their mother and 10% live with their brothers or sisters.

As the table indicates 39% of the respoudents live on the streets either alone, or with their
friends. From data analysis, a big number of street children live with their mother, the root
causes of being with mother or alone were family break down, poverty, unemployment
and death, among others. These factors can even force a single mother to indulge in
commercial sexual. Hence we found out from the data analysis that a single mother,
jobless, with six or seven children, would have it as impractical to provide all the alone

basic needs of her children. This is a real dilemma.
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Table 7. Reason of Leaving Parents.

| - deslionllz-lire A Mb_l_lg-s_t—ionnaj!-e B Average tolal
_Response F | Yo _ K % F %
Basicneeds [17 135 6 {21 38 28
| Education 35 |10 | I L I £ 16 25
[Abused |7 [ta 7 7
| Poer pressure |3 6 14 4 2
Search job(s) |4 8 1 I 14 5 6
 Others 3 6 4 114 7 10
NR |10 120 S| 15 19
| Total 49 100 ] 28 100 77 100

Table 7 above presents reasons why street children Jeft their homes. It is evident that a
leading 28% score of street children left home to search for basic needs and 25% for
education. 1t is worth noting that the latter is, in fact & basic need. Hence basic needs in
total constitute "53%. An average total of 7% were escaping from domestic abuses,
probably, by their own parents. 1t comes out strongly from this table that most of the
causes that drive children to the streets revolve around austere conditiclr_lgthl jls hq me. The
children’s basic needs remain largely unmet, forcing them to seek alternatives outside the
home for survival, They become victims to the general impression that, fortunes are in
urban areas. We have also seen how some run away from different forms of abuses meted
against them by parents. It is unfortunate that instead of homes being havens that can
nurture them, they end up being Qens of brutal domestic violence. }\-k_,-u\.) Com  Thie

| c:;.---uk Ci\"’g(_..._g?

Table 8: How Street Children got in Touch With Bosco Boys Kuwinda.

PWLWr Cam © Lo e

—

_Bespbnse B F %
| Through parents b) 18
| Through police 3 ~ 11
| Through social workers | 13 46
N/R L _ _
Others 7 _ 25
Total _ 28 o 100




Table 8 above indicates how street children got in touch with Bosco Boys. The majority
of them (46%) got in touch with it through social workers. This is followed by contacts
established by parents (8%) and the police (11%). About 25% of these éosco Boys come
through some guardian, or other ways. These are some of the examples of boys who came
to the centre through different groups. The figure shows us that people cooperate with
each other to assist the street children in various ways. This is a challenge to all people.

But it also brings to the fore the need for corporate efforts in addressing the problem,

Table 9: Questionnaire A, Usual Place for Sleep.

| Response F %
Home 20 43
Street - 19 39
Home and street 9 18
Total R 49 100

Table 9 points out that street children who usually go to sleep in various places. As
indicated, 43% go home to sleep, 39% of them sleep in streets and the rest sleep
sometimes at home and sometimes in the streets, We gathered from the respondents that
many sleep in veranda while somne of them sleep at bus stops. These street children
encounter many problems on the streets. For example, they are arrested and even killed by

police, beaten by public. They also often fight amongst themselves,

Table 10: Whether They Work to Gain Some lncome for Living

| Response | Ul Vo
Yes 21 43
Sometime _ 17 35
| No 10 20
N/R 1 2
Total _ 49 100




Table 10 shows that some of the street children work to gain some income for their living.
. From the result of Table 10; 43% were affimative whereas 35% intimzllted that they bhad
occasional work sometimes. The rest (20%) were clear that they didn’t work. These street
children have different methods to earn their bread, for instance, stealing, begging,
collecting and selling things, snalching object, shining shoes, and carrying luggage. These
children run away from hote, looking for basic needs, because their own families were

not able to provide for their needs.

Tablell: Questionnaire A. Type of Activities Undertaken by Street Children.

| Response F %

| Shoe polishing 1 2

| Car washing 4 8
Peddling
Selling news papers 1 2
Lottery selling 1 3
Bepging 14 29
Collecting new paper 2 4
Others 19 39
N/R 7 14
Total 49 100

Table 11, indicates the type of activities undertaken by street children on the streets like
shoe polishing, car washiug, lottery, begging, collecting and selling newspapers, antong
other activities. These children are involved in any activities in order to get their daily

bread. Sometimes, they snatch handbags, steal threaten people with human waste.
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Table 12: Problems Which Street Children Encounter

i [ Questionnaire A _ | Questionnaire B__| Average total
| Response F (% |[F % F %
Insecurity |28 |57 5 18 17 38
| Insufficient food 123 |47 46 21415 34
Feel is lonely 3 6 4 {4 4 10
fromparents . —

Separation from | ___ 4l 4 1 4

| parents _ | 1B IR

Others 1418 19 |32 7 20
NR 4 s (3 L1 4 10
Total _ 62 126 |28 100 |45 116 |

Table 12 shows that the total number of (he respondents is 62 instead of 49 because the
respondents could make and indeed made more than one choice. The table demonstrates
the number of street children who encounter problems on the streets and in Bosco Boys.
Respondents identified tack of security on the streets, especially during the night. It
indicates that 17% of the respondents cited insecurity as a problem. For Bosco Boys, lack
of freedom, fecling of loneliness and separation from parents as well as being mishandled
by some of their siblings was prevalent. These children are often attacked by police and by
the public at any time and at any place either during the day or night. The second problem
is insufficient food. At least 15% of street children suffer from malnutrition. They eat
from dustbins. These street children lack daily bread. They are seen scavenging for food,
moving from place to place on the streets in search for, among others, food. 1f they get
anything, they eat it. Yet most of the time, they remain hungry. From our data collection,
life is hard and tough to street children. And also these street children missed family love,
care and protection at their early age bence are really suffering. In spite of this, street
children feel happy and at ease being on the street, rather than at home where they feel

insecure because of various forins of domestic abuse.
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4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE STUDY

The present chapter has dealt with of the findings. Questionnaifes were the main
source of collecling data We were guided by the main assumption that poverty has pitied
children in the Nairobi streets and Kuwinda slums to crisis situations; that broken families
have contributed to this social alrocity; that single parenthood cannot be ruled out; and

those street children have been mercilessly abused by the rich, their own parents and by

N

wlhe entire society. Poverty and uneniployment have stood out as major cauges. = v \.

/f’ﬁ:ordmgly, to deal with this social crisis, we geed to comprehend needs of street v
cluldren.

Street chil@lren are & national issue. The goverment, church, parents, NGOs and
individuals should work corporately to address this challenge of street children. The
government needs a policy of caring for the street children by creating reformation centres
where such children can receive proper counselling and guidance. It should also create job
opportunities for their parents. The government should also provide policies that promote
economic growth. Pragmatic poverty reduction strategies and fiee education for all must
be worked out. Policies that can improve the land rent are necessary so that poor people
can be settled. The government should preveut land grabbing and fairly distribute national
.resources. 1t also should protect the rights of children, create employment schemes, social
welfare schemes, and free health facilities. The government should thoroughly study
social problems and undertake necesgary intervention strategies.

Perhaps both sireet begging and giving to street beggars should be outlawed.
Instead, street beggars should be encouraged to go to hontes for the needy. And people
should be encouraged to support such liomes. A tax should be levied on all workers to _

aupf)qrt the homes. | ¢ O,..,\),{M_j VO oxe Coadin b= 76-,? C &~
g Py va K o R Yer >
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The Church should support the government by helping the street children
understand how God is present in their situation, It should champion thé cause for social
Justice and spiritual nourishment of the kids. Besides, it ought to foster moral
rehabilitation for the sireet children. The Church needs to give guidelines that can
strengthen marriage institutions and responsible parenthood, family life education _and
qxi)ral 1aluqs._ Such morality can be promoted in the society through, for example, trying
* to re-unite these children with their family,

NGOs shoutd promote programs that can help the poor to earn a proper living in
order to feed and clothe their children. They should also build homes to support thege kids
educate them and help them financially. They should Join hands with the government in
establishing rehabilitation homes. They need to fight against corruption, and be involved
in building and sponsoring projects that deal with children. In general, NGOs need to
cooperate with the government and the Church in addressing the root causes of the street
children.

Individuals need to be concerned with street chitdren and in small or big ways help
them by providing for their needs. They should be more generous toward causes for street
children, encourage personal initiatives to provide shelter, clothes and; educate the
children by paying school fees. In both urban and rural areas, root causes for street
children shonld be known so that some steps can be taken to reduce the number of street
children. Steps of this kind include creating job opportunities, providing basic needs such
a8 education and resettling the homeless, Again, this requires cordial relationship and
cooperation of all organizations and institutions.

Social workers are kind of bridge between these children and their paremis. They
are able fo trace parents and guardians of these children, For these social workers to be

more effective, financial assistance iz vital.
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Parents are also called upon to collaborate with the social workers. The parents
should be monitored and educated. Thus the Church’s commitment and cooperation of
rich people and well-wishers can bring further progress. The eﬁfire society is also
challenged to be more positive and adopt a spirit of teamwork towards the eradication of
this problem. Through these assured measures, the number of children in streets can be
reduced significantly, And by so doing, Kenya will solve many other social problems that
could result from a neglecied part of the young population of the country.

It is in a healthy society that children can grow holistically. A society should put in
place structures for an emotional, material, spiritual and psychological atmosphere for this
to happen. Therefore, we should all unite and develop a strength that will empower us to

do things that seem to be impossible.

4.3 CONCLUSION

The plight of street children should be everyone’s concern: the government,
NGOs, Church, and private business institutes which should adopt right attitudes towards
street children. Street children are like any other child from the rest of society, What they
need is love and appreciation.

The study has indicated that the phenomenon of strevt children is a prevalent
challenge in urban and rural Kenya. Children are torced to the streets because of poverty
and family instability. Many impoverished families cannot afford school fees, stationery,
and uniform. This pushes the children to work and beg on the streets to supplement the
household income. There are also children who have left their homes for street life
because of poverty, diverse child abuses and family break-down. But the fact remains that
these children are on the street for their own existence as well as that of their families and

the community,
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The Church has responded to the challenge in part by initiating many rehabilitation
centers in some major urban areas. The government must step up eﬁ'ﬁrts to effectively
address this reality as part of its responsibility towards the development of its entire
people. Allin all, however, thig problem must be tackled and solved from a collaborative
standpoints. The government, NGOs and Church must work together.

From my experience and research, the street children theiselves know their own
problems. They highlighted the key issues which have formed the discussion of our work.
Therefore, children cannot stand without any support and guidance from the adults who
are directly involved in their up-bringing.

Families should be concerned about taking care of their children. Through the help
of government and NGOs and United Nations agencies, families should be educated and
financially helped. Teachers, through guidance and counseling, should show love and
concern in encouraging children to study.

Lastly, the International Labour Organization {ILO) laws, should be strictly

o

reinforced by the governments and NGOs. In this way, children will not be exploited
through child !abour. o . é,@ ety CMA/W“Q'"Q" Bl 0
i RS SR S . S - Y
It 1s everybody's respousibility, therefore, to protect the rights of the child. We
need to support the child to grow up holistically: physically, mentally, spiritually,
emofionally, morally and socially. In this case, parents have the primary responsibility to
ensure that the child has an adequate standard of living. The state's duty is to ensure that
this responsibility can be fulfilled. State responsibility can also include material assistance
to parents and their children. Life is the most precious gift from God, should be protected

wilh the utmost care at all levels of growth. Saving street-children from our Kenya's urban

centres means saving the entire Kenyan society from the streets.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION.

3.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter focuses on the Christian response towards street children whose
' experiences have been the centre of discussion in the preceding chapters. Christians
believe that they all are God’s people and belung to Him regardless of race and socio-
economic status. God’s desire is that each one of them receives his salvation. Christians
believe that a child is a blessing/gift from God. Indeed, He calls Himself the defender of
the helpless: the widows, orphans, and by extension, we believe, the new born and the

unborn. The Church is God’s voice in His Ei_ra'id.

———

3.1 CHILDREN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT (OT)

In the OT, children are presented as a great gift from God (Psalms 127: 3-5),
instruments of God's activity and symbolically a guarantee of the covenant between God
and the people of Israel. In view of the pivotal role of the children in the continuity of the
society, a favorite and ideal image was that of father, mother and numerous children
around a table (Psalm 28: 34). Birth was considered a divine miracle and those with
extreme difficulty or seemingly impossible due fo old age were commitied to
extraordinary divine intervention (Genesis 17:17; 21:6). In the early Biblical period,
immontality was linked to living on through children who carried on the name of their
parents (Genesig 48:16).

That is why parents are expected to have absolute authority over their children. It
is a right for children to be educated through strict obedience ofien enforced through

—

/
punishment (Proverbs 13:24:19:18). The gl,‘-g.'\ves parents the responsibility/duty to take
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The Church has responded to the challenge in part by initiating many rehabilitation
centers in some major urban areas. The government must step up eﬁ;t.r)rts to effectively
address this reality as part of ils responsibility towards the development of iis entire
people. Allin all, however, this problem must be tackled and solved from a coltaborative
standpoints. The government, NGOs and Church must work together.

From my experience and research, the street children themselves know their own
problems. They highlighted the key issues which have formed the discussion of our work.
Therefore, chaldren cannot stand without any support and guidence from the adults who
are directly involved iut their up-bringing.

Families should be concerned about taking care of their children. Through the help
of government and NGOs and United Nations agencies, families should be educated and
financially helped. Teachers, through guidance and counseling, should show love and
concern in encouraging children to study. o

Lastly, the International Labour Organization (ILO) laws, should be strictly |
reinforced by the governments and NGOs. In this way, children will not be exploited ‘

. thr;};gﬁ child labour. ~ AR ) .

It is everybody's responsibility, therefore, to protect the rights of the child. We
need {o support the child to grow up holistically: physically, mentally, spiritually,
emotionally, morally and socially. In this case, parents have the primary responsibility to
ensure that the child has an adequate standard of living. The siate's duty is to ensure that
this responsibility can be fulfilled. State responsibility can also include material assistance
to parents and their children. Life is the most precious gift froin God, should be protected
with the utinost care at all levels of growth. Saving street-children from our Kenya's urban

centres means saving the entire Kenyan society from the streets.
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care of children, according them the right to be strict in such way that they bring up
children who are God fearing, well behaved and resgponsible (Provarbs.-?.2:6). God created
male and female in His image and blessed them, urging them to be fertile and mul tiply, fill

the earth and subdue it (Genesig 1:27-28).

3.2 CHILDREN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT (NT)

Children are essential in God’s plan. They need growth, development, care, love
and affection. Jesus himself recognized their centrality in God’s Kingdom and emphasized
that they should not, therefore, be exposed to situations that are dangerous to them (Mark
10:13 —-15). In the NT children are principally 8 model or image for the believer to
emulate. Mark’s Gospel presents children as models of discipleship. Jesus underlined this
through actions and words. On some occasion, He took a child in His arms and illustrated
the principle of humility in discipleship (Mark 9: 33-37). On another occasion, it is

.recorded of how Jesus was very angry with his disciples for being a hindrance to children.
Indeed, He had ailowed the children to approach himn asking lis disciples not stop them
because the Kingdom of God belonged to them (Mark 10:14). He then took the litile ones
m his anms, placed his hands on each of them and blessed them. Christians need to have
open hands and eyes in order to effectively address the needs of street children.

The reason could be that children have some positive quslities inherent in them.
For instance, humility and faith are blended together in Jesus’ call to a relationship of
childlike trust in God as "Abba " Jesus displayed in His words and actions the compelling
love for children that he insisted was God's fundamental disposition toward human beings
(Mark 10:14). Children have a direct relationship with Jesus; the kingdom of God is for

them. Jesus accords children a unique reception and recognition.
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Jesus suffered the pain of being without a home, experienced cold and hunger,
even as his parents fled to Egypt (Matthew 2:13) He understands well‘the pains of street
children and wants (o redeem them.

The NT especially, the gospels narrate the story of Jesus who had love and concern
for children. They are honest and humble. His own birth story and the care, love, and
protection He got from Mary and Joseph is what children could receive from their parents,
refatives and guardians notions. When Jesus was born, many innocent children were
killed. Even now, in the world, many children have been killed in different ways, Children
were blessed as Jesus taught a?d healed in the"borders of Judaca and beyond Jordan."
People brought their little children to him so that he might lay his hands on them

(Maithew 19: 13-15; Mark 10: 13-16).

Protection of children has to be paramount and should not be neglected. The
reason 18 that children kind of guarantee the continuity of human life, the rebirth of their
parents. As the older people age away, the children flourish, representing the budding of
the new generation of humanity and a source of strength for parents when they come to
| the end of life's road. Therefore, children reveal the continuity and sign of growth in the

Church.

5.3 CHURCH’S VIEWS ABOUT CHILDREN

The Church should involve its ministers within the community even the more. In
" other words, the Church must balance the spiritual and social life of the people. 1t is true
that most religious institutions are not readily open social challenges hence difficult to
bring the Good News of the Lord among the people. But it is advisable to integrate our
service with Gospel values. The “Good Shepherd” image (cf John 10:7-16), underscores

readiness, concern and solidarity that transform suffering into joy and hope.
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o ;;?{:Fhe Church warns parents to avoid child abuses and to create a happy family. N &

Children are born in the world of sin. It is important that proper guidance and
discipline be given to them. Aware of this reality, the Second Vatican Council declared
the following concerns depicting parents as the initial educators of their children.

The Church is playing a great role in her social ministry in the world. Her

commitment is to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ to all buman beings. The Church

-y

ngurishes the people of God, seeking to @the unjust structures of the society, The
Church has always stood firm and denounced evil situations and bad practices of people.
The Church knows that God created all human beings into his image and likeness
(Genesis. 1:27).

In Nairobi, the Church today is pragmatically involved in addressing many
problems of the innocent people in the society. The Church is dealing with soﬁl
problems like bro elﬁmnﬂies, rehabilitation of street children, families and youth. She
denounces poverty, violence, and rape and land grabl_)_i_n_g.

The role of parents as educators is so decisive that scarcely anything can
comnpensate for their failure in it. For it devolves on parents to create a family atmosphere
so animated with love and reverence for God and people that a well-rounded personal and
social development will be fostered among the children. Hence, the family is the first
institution from which children acquire social virlues and values which every society

needs. 1t is through the family that children are gradually introduced into civic partnership

with fellow human beings and into the people of God.

T -

Parents should have good relationship between them and treat their children properly. Itis  ciw
true that children are involved in different sorts of work in order to help their families. But ¢ v

children should never be made 10 do heavy work. "The Church in the person of Pope Leo ™

X1t in his encyclical letter, Rerum Novarum condemned this practice. He stated that "
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~ great care should be taken not to place children in workshops and factories until their
bodies and minds are sufficiently mature."'* |

Parents have the responsibility to introduce their children to the physical, religious,
social, economic and spiritual life of the community. Love and authority or discipline have
to be the virtues that provide the atmosphere for care and nurturing the psycho-social and
spiritual development of the child. This is what promotes a sense of self-worth in

developing interpersonal respousibility.

5.4 CHILDREN IN THE AFRICAN SOCIRTY

In Africa, the birth of a child is a great joy and celebration. Both men and women
" desire children. They are regarded as the seal of marriage, society saw children in different
ways, In most communities, wlen a boy or girl was bom, there was great celebration.
However, the majority of children today tack basic needs and care.

In traditional Afiica a childless marriage is calamitous or disastrous for the couple,
thie extended family and the clan.

Child- bearing is a sacred duty that has to be carried out by all normal
individuals of the society. The main purpose of marriage was to bear children. The
woman's status in the society depended on the number of children she bore, and
her entire life was centered on children. The children were greatly valued because
tradi]ljionally the man's wealth depended on the number of wives and children he
had.

In some African countries, the woman’s role was to increase the man's wealth by
begettiug children. Marriage could not be sealed without children. In this way, the woman
became very vulnerable and helpless. Once children were produced, however, the

marriage was sealed and it was very rare for such a marriage to break up. Children

" Pope Leo XTI, Rerum Movarym. (New York: Pauline Press, 1962), p. 26
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continued the lineage and prolonged the life of their parents. This factor has beep greatly
affected by urbanization agd the condition of contemporary society, In African countries,
it is important to have children who can maintain the family line of inheritance. The
children have a duty to bury their parents properly, remembering them, taking care of the
grave and maintaining a good relationship with the ancestral spirits of their dead parents.
Children in Africa were algg Seen as economic assets in terms of their potentialg on the
farm and the agricultural produce that came to the fauily ag income. More children meant
more food production.

In many cominunities, children belonged to the clan, and could not be left without
- Deeds just because the parents were poor. Members of the clan contributed to the welfare
of the poor. Accordingly, none could run away from home just because of poverty.
Children were never abandoned since the whole clan was concerned about the sound

upbringing of the children in terms of morality, strength, and welfare,

' 5.5 Condusion

Street children are part of the society, constituting not only the present, but also above al|
the future humanity. Clildren are very poor and marginalized. Therefore, the church
should continue performing the mission or proclaim to all. Jesus is for all, to every one
and to the whole humanity. The church should denounce action such as denouncing social,
economic, cultural and political sins of society. Christians believe that Jesus died on the
cross for the liberation and redemption of the people in this world. Hig church is,

therefore, is obliged structural changes in order to favour the poor, especially street

" Jesse N. K. Mugambi & Arme Nasimiyu-Wasike, Eds. Moral | and Ethical Issyes in African

Christianity. (Nairobi: Publishers 1999), pp. 154 -155.
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children. We know that children are vulnerable and delicate. Consequently, grown-ups

should respect and promote the rights of street children.
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CHAPTER SIX
PROJECT PROPOSAL
6.0 Project Name: Delasalle Watoto Rehabilitation Center (DEWARECE)
6.1 Project Location: Korogocho

Korogocho:- is a Gikuyu word which means junk or things which have fallen
apart. This is the connotation behind the name of one of the slums found in Nairobi. It is
in the Eastern part of the city, about 15 kilometers from the Central Business District. The
population of Korogocho is estimated at 130,000.'¢ Like the name suggests, Korogocho
explicitly strikes one as a place of abject poverty. It lacks basic facilities such as health
care, education, water, electricity and access roads, among others. Conditions of living
lamentably characterize the deplorable state of slums. This readily leads the majority of
the pcople to theft, drug traflicking and addiction, petty and high levels of domestic
violence, crime, the phenomenon of street children and diverse forms of child abuse,
These are challenging realities to the society. Enormous though they are, they call for
more awareness to help the poor people, especially the children so that they may live at
least a decent life and be good citizens.

The selection of a focation is a very crucial task in any organization’s project
planning. This location is convenient for the proposed project because it is not far from the
City Center where most of the street children are found, DEWARECE will also present a
clearer picture of the background and environment from which these children come. As at
now, Korogocho is one of the largest slums in Nairobi. It is faced with problems of poor
infrastructure and deteriorating and dirty environment. Inaccessibility to water and
electricity are other problems confronting members of this community. Their dweilings

are very poor and of low quality.
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62 PROJECT OVERVIEW NG

De la salle Watoto Rehabilitation Center (DEWARECE] is to address the rapid
growth of children on the streets of Nairobi. Ag regards human dignity, these children
deserve better care, like any other person. They encounter various difficultjes in their daily
lives. Many of them have no family. Due to mistreatment and intense hardships in life,
they are potential hard-core criminals, Providing them with a home would be a good step
- in addressing effectively their plight.

The project could initially accommodate 30 street children. Given the researcher’s
working field experience in this area, he is familiar with some of the hardships they
undergo. It is necessary to rehabilitate and reform these poor little ones as a sign of respect
for human dignity. They obviously deserve a better life.

The rehabilitation center could be a new home for them. As they settle, they would
find access to food, clothing, education, security and health care. Structures need to be put
in place to address issues related to discipline and their integral human growth. Thus they
may somehow regain the lost parental care and be responsible people for the better holistic
development of the society.

At their young age, they also need recreafion: football, volleyball, basketball,
dancing, swimming, drama, scouting and singing, among other games to develop their
skills and talents, These would algo help them to remain in the center. It would also keep
them active, with their minds at work Their idleness bag led most of them into glue-

sniffing/taking, abuse of drugs, stealing and petty crimes, among other social evils.

' From an Interview With a Social Worker in Korogocho, Jemuary 152002,
47



6.3 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The population of street children in Kenya is 150,000. Qut of this figure, 50,000
are based in the city of Nairobi.”” Half of the children are aged between 5 and 17. And
with Nairobi itself, 50% of the street children are born in the siums of the city while 35%
are born in rural areas of Kenya but have migrated to Nairobi. And 15% are those who bad
no settlements in Nairobi yet they boarded vehicle from small towns such as Kakamega,
Kisumu City, Nyeri, Nakuru and Eldoret among others, to find a stay in Nairobi. There are
many other causative factors underlying the increase in number of street children. Poverty,
tribal clashes, decline of economy, natural disasters such land slides, and family
instability/breakdown are among them.

The great challenge is that we are called to take the initiative and redeem our
society for the betterment of our marginalized brothers and sisters. The proposed project

partly answers to this challenge,

6.4 PROJECT GOAL
The main goal is to reform, rehabilitate or mould the poor and abandoned children

on the streets to become concerned, responsible and reliable citizens of the society.

6.5 PROJECT OBJECTIVES

1. To provide street children with shelter.

2. To provide street children with education, skills and trades so that they may be self-
reliant.

3. To intiate the behavioural change and intellectual maturity of street children.

4. To enhance the responsibility of street children as true and concerned citizens.
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6.6 BASIC ASSUMPTIONS

1. 1f children are well trained, chances are high that they will attain poé‘iti;/e bahavioured
leading them to be good and responsible citizens.

2. Rehabilitation is needed to help children know that they are supposed to be rational

and attain a healthy enviromment.

6.7 JUSTIFICATION FOR THE PROJECT

Why did we start a project in Korogocho stlum? Why a rehabilitation center for
that matter? And why should the place be Korogocho?

The project would give a feeling to the children that there are people concerned
about their life and that they themselves can still make a family with other societal
members, Indeed, it is their right to live a better life even without their own family
members,

Korogocho becomes a symbol of the way we can live in the place we are used to
with a positive attitude. The place can still be habitable only if we become positively
responsible and concerned for change in that community. [t symbolizes that even in

wretched and fragile situations, meaningful life can be derived.

" From an Interview With Social Worker in Korogocho, January 20 2002
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6.8. PROJECT'S ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

Project Mamgerl

Adminstrator

Accountant

' Secretary

Teachers l— Social Workers Counsellors l

_ Womersl
Project Manager: will be in contro} of all the activities of DEWARECE. [t is

his/her responsibility to controf and manage all activities of the project. He would
be in charge of local and foreign fund raising, integrate other organizations into the
centre and participate in seminars, local or international, which are relevant to the
centre.

Administrater: is to assist the Project Manager in his /her absence.

Accountant: is to deal with mouney: income and expenditure. He/she will do the
budgeting for the project, keep and maintain a go0od record on the finances.
Secretary: will be noting down and maintaining all the necessary information
about DEWARECE. She/he would be responsible for communication, coilection
of the bio-data of the children and giving reports.

Teachers: will teach children al the centre to read and write,

Social Workers: will be bringing the children to the centre fiom various places,

Counsellors: are to help in the counselling of street children in their criges,
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Casual Workers: will engure that the environment, that is, inside and outside the
compound of the project, is kept clean. They will also be cooking food and clean
the children cloths.

6.9 RISKS
1. Because of resource limitations, it is hard to provide the children with everything,
After finishing their training, if not followed up and assisted, it may be very

difficult to initiate a project by themselves.

2. At their early and tender age, it is hard for thein to leave drugs. Such change is

gradual and lakes a long time for them.

6.10 SWOT ANALYSIS
1. Strengths
a  There is potential collaboration from the members of the community since they
see these sireet children as a social problem that should be meaningfully
addressed.
b. Networking with the local government is likely to work. That is, the government
has

ndicated willingness to provide land and assist with security and bringing the
street children to the centre.

¢. The location is accessible to power, water, electricity, telephone and roads.
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2.Weaknesses

2 Inadequate funds due to dependence on some probable donor.

b. Voluntary personnel might not be available,

¢. The children are prone to going back to the streets in spite of all the efforts by the
centre.

3. Opportunities

a There is likelihood/possibilities to enlarge networking with other charitable

organizalions.

b. There i a chance to involve churches end their institutions, donors and even well wishery,

4. Threats
a. Inability t'o employ very highly skilled and committed personnel who can
professianally handle the complex issues of street children
b. Access to drugs in schools.
¢. Due to limited accommodation, some are likely to be influenced by their friends
who are outside DEWARECE and may even return to their previous modes of

lifestyle,
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6.11 PROJECT ACTIVITIES

DEWARECE, Kerogocho Werk Beak-Down Structure for 2003-2005. All money values are in

Kenyan Currency. The Current Exchange is Rate I US 8 (@ 78 Ksh.

PHASE I: From January 2003-December 2004

ACTIVITIES WORK BREAKDOWN TIME/MDAY | COST
I (Kshs,)
Rent IFurnish the house with necessary 20 dayy 120,000
equipment e.g. Furniture, kitchenware, Y
o | bedding, and toiletry for cach child.
Employing workers Adwvertise  job  vacancies  through  the | 21 days 1000
| church.
Recruitment and selections 14 days 2000
Assigning people 10 their right place. 14 days 3000
Accept children from the street through | 60 days 50,000
social workers
Setection for children. | Medical care clothes, school fees, | 14 days 120,000
stationery and uniform.
Study and take bio-data
ol each child. E.g.
parentage ’ Reputar evaluation of children’s progress. | 24 days 24,000
Visiting schools and evaluating children. | 10 days 40,000
Recording each child’s performance and | 10 days 90,000
behaviour.
| Food purchase & Buying foud every weekend and transport | 49 days 950,000
service it 10 the centre. .
Buy computers, tefephone, fax, machine, 60 days 130,000
Office equipment photocopy, e-mail, stationery and cabinets.
Planning for seminars In schools, in pariéhes and in the centre. 2days a 120,000
years
| Sports facilities Soccer, baskethall, volleyball and indoor | 20 days 100,000
games e.g. lable tennis.
Sub-Total 1,750,600k shs
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PHASE 11: January 2004- December 2005

ACTIVITIES WORK BREAKDOWN [ TIME/DAY | COST
—i};)_lr;gE\d Process of purchasing land cg. gclting 120 days 1.5000000
title deed
' Cars Raise moncy to buy minibus and | 60 days 2.5 0000000
small car for the centre.
Seminar on guidance and cuuns;:ling 20 days 25,000
by a counselor.
Talk with children for  advice: | 15 days 7,000
Organize regular | learning about themsclves and their
group guiding and | history.
counseling section. | Mocting with social workers and a | 10 days 25,000
counselor.
Tcach the children the import;ﬁcwt;fru 15 days .
education,
F()rganizc cducation | Tcach the children importance Tof 1 15 days -
support program to | cducation.
prepare children. Take children to visit the schools | 4 days o
around Korogocho.
Coaching children in basic writing | 30 days o
and reading individually.
Stafl salary 10% 505,700Kshs
Sub-total 5,057,000Kshs
[ Grand total 1 6,807,000Kshs

54




- 6.12 PROJECT BUDGET

OPERATING BUDGET

ITEMS DESCRIPTION FIRST SECOND TOTAL
PHASE PHASE

Recurring cost

Director 20,000 @maoth x12 240,000 250,000 490,000
month

Assistant director 17,000 @month 204000 205000 409000
x12month

Accountant/secretary 13,000 @moth x 156000 157000 313000
12month

Social worker 12,000 @month x12 48000 49000 97000
month

Teachers 10,000 @ month x12 600000 700000 1300000
month

Security 5,000 @ month x 120,000 130,000 250,000
12monthx2

Cooks 7,000 @ month x 168000 168000 337000
12month

Counsellor 10,000 @ month x12 120000 130000 250000
month

General cleanness S000@mx 12x2 14400 14500 28900

Sub total 1,670,400 1,804,500 3,474,900

Staff salary 3822390

Fumiture for house

Beds 35 @ 2250 78750 78760 157510

Mattresses 35 @700 24500 24600 49100

Chairs 5@ 1200 42000 43000 85000

Tables 35 @1000 35000 36000 71000

Shelves as @ 1000 35000 36000 71000

Sub total 433610

Number of boys donor 25,000x12x30 9,000,000| 10,000,000 19,000,000

(sponsorship)

Food 40000@m x12x30 14400000 14500000 28900000

Education consultants 380,000 390,000 770,000

Office equipment

Three computers three computer @ 165000 166000 331000
55,000

Shelves 5 @ 5000 25,000 25,000

Chairs 10 @ 130,000 1,300,000 1,300,000

Desks 10 @ 135,000 1,350,000 1,350,000

Maintenance two times @yrs x20,000 40,000 410,000 3,006,000

Sub total 3,006,000

Training

Seminar 2 seminar @ yrs x 2 120,000 130,000 250,000
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Classes furniture

Desks 35 @ 1200 42000|__ 42000}
Chairs /@700 24500|__ 24500
Sub total 66500
Rent, utilites & transport

Electricity bills l200000@ year 200000 200000 400,000
Water bills 100,000@year 100,000 101,000 201,000
Postage bills 15000 @ vear 15000 16000 31000
Sub total 632,000
Recreation &sports

v 2 set@ 20,000 40,000 40,000
Maintenance 6000@ year 6000 6000 12000
Sports equipment 50,000 year 50,000 3000 53,000
Sub total 105,000
Grand total 48,670,000Kshs
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6.13 Summary

The project will target the basic needs of street children in ordér to assist them to
come out from their problems which they face in their daily life. We have already seen
that children use any means on streets such as begging, snatching purses, eating from the
garbage dustbins to survive. The centre will try to provide the street children with food,
clothing and education to develop their talents in order to be good citizens. We, therefore,
hope that you will consider our request. This project will help the street children meet
their basic needs. Reports about the centre’s activities will be submitted bi-annually. We
will keep updating you on our progress. And the reports will contain the progress, the
strengths, the wgaknesses, opportunities available and the threats the project is facing. A
financial report will also be released bi-annually and annually, including the total figures

of previous years.

Prepared by Yoseph Brhane Deres.

Approved by Mr. Zacharia Samita.
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Appendix. 1
QUESTIONNAIRE A: FOR STREET CHILDREN WHO ARE LIVING ONTHE
STREETS.

1) Name (optional};

2) Age(years)a 10-19 b. 20-29 ¢. 3039 d. 4049 e. 50

3} Gender ; Male | l Femagle E:,

4) Nationality .
5)
T T Talive Known ]
Yes No | Yes No
Father o
| Mother
Guardian

6. Numnbers of brothers

7. Numbers of sisters _

8. Ethmc group

9. Place of birth:

Country

Town/city _

Region

Village
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10. Educational background:
A. Have you ever attended school?
1. Yes E: . No [';j
B. Are you still atteuding school?
iYes [ 7] iiNo [ ]
C.If, Yes indicate your highest level of education.

a) Primary b) Secondary c) College d) University e) Other (specify)

11. a Yon are now living with:

1. Father and motlier [‘__I 1. Father only I ' n1. With relative I:}

iv. With mother only [_—J v. father and step wmother l ’
vi. Mother and step ﬁllllOl'E l vil. With brother /sister [ |
viil. Othier {specify) rm J

b. If you are not living with your parents, where are you living?

c. What was the reason for your living?

i. In search of basic needs l: ii. Education |
1. Abused I _"] iv. Peer pressure [:]
v. In search of job | ] vi. Others l_ :]

12.a where do you usually go to sleep?

1. Home [_r:, 1t. Street l_—_] 111. Home and streets ’:l
iv. Others (specifyy) T I

b. If street, specify the place?
i.Veranda [ ] ii. Church/ Mosque [ ] iii Busstops | |
iv. Others (specify) ‘ |

13. A. Do you work to gain sone incowe for your living ?
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i. Yes [ _] il. Sometime [__“J iii. No | |
b. If yes, specily the type of job (s): “
1. Shoe polishing E_ ’ 1. Car wasbingL- j 1iL. Peddling [ ' l

iv. Selling news paper [‘*j v. lottery [’“] vi. Begging D
vii, Collecting news paper L ’ viil. Other (specily) I ’

14. 2 What are some of the problems you are encountering on (he streets?
1. Security [':H' "_] . In sufficient food [——' l

iil. Feeling lonely fiom your parents [-"_ _[ iv. Others (specify l l

15. a Is there any improvement in your life since you left your home?

1. Yes Lj_l . No f:l

Explain how ig life on the streels?

—————

Appendix. II;

QUESTIONNAIRE B: FOR BOSCO BOYS , KUWIND A

3) Name (optional): —— .

4) Age (years)a 10-19 b. 20-29 ¢. 30-39 d 40-49 e. 50

5) Sex:t. Male :] il. Female ':j

6) Nationality

——— e

5)

e —

r}ili_ve RIIOW!]

-

Yes No | Yes

ﬂl_’aﬁt_h er

Mother

N —-
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6. Numbers of brothers =~
10. Numbers of sisters _
I1. Etlmic group

12. Place of birth:

Comtry __

Town/eity =

Region

Village

10. Home district

11.You lefl your family because of: i. Abused [~ | i Basicneed[ |
iii. Peer pressure [;:] iv. Others (specify) :
12. Educational background:
A. Have you ever attended scliool?
ives[ ] i No |:J
B. Are you still attending school?
iYes [ ] ii.No ]
C. If, Yes indicate your highest level of education
1. Primary ii. Secondary i11. College iv. Universily v. Other (snecify)

13. What was the reason for your living?

i. In search of basic needs | | i Education [ ]
iii. Abused [ ] iv. Peerpressure [

v. In search of job |_ | vi. Others l:j

14. How did you got in louch with the Bosco Boys Karen?
64
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1. Through your parent ii. Through Police

1i1. Through social worker E‘":_‘l iv. Others (specify) L___:__l

" 15. Where were you staying before you cate into Bosco Boys Karen?

16. A. would you like to stay at the centre or go back to the street?
i. Stay at Dou Bosco Boys Karen.
it. Go back to the street.

B. Give reason for your answer above _ __ _

17. a. C'ite some of the problems you are encounttering at the Bosco Boys Karen?

i. Seaurity [T ] ii. In sufficient food ]

iii. Feeling lonely | ' | iv. Separation fromn your parents S

v. Others (specity) [____]

18. How was your life like when you were in the street? (Explam) :

19. A. Whal are some of the problens you are encountering on the streets?
i. Security Ej ii. Insuflicient food [—__J
iii. Feel lonely from your parents Eﬁj iv. Othess [___j
20. Is there any improvement in your life since you left your home?
i. Yes[ ] ii. No ]
21. How is life in Bosco Boys Karen?

Explain
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Bonn and Sande with their
mother, Mwende. While (be-
low), she minds them in soite of
ber circumstances.

She says she did not even
know who the child's father
wassinee st had many sexual
partners,

“How 1 delivered-u healthy
Luby was a miracle because
Idid ot visit a elinic. When
Ewas in labour, ny one.took
me to hospital I wasg as-
sisted by some of the older
street mothers.”

The makeshift maternity
was a City Council Loilet, an
environment that exposed
the mother and rhiid to
greater risk..

Mwende, however, gave birth
to u healthy buby bov, She is
waorricd he will ul: o juin other
bigger street cheldren f noane
romes to her aid.

My son has leaint the sur
vival taclic in the sireets.
He can bep on his own, but [
wish hedid ot have o doit,”
Mwende savs, addine, ~at
Limes he is hirwe.-ed by big-
ger boyx who snatch what he
has colleeted, I hurts to see
him go throngh this,” Mwe-
nde snys,

While still struggling to i -
vive, carly last year, Mwende
linked up with a may from
Huruma slumg tthe twing ta-
thery with the hope nfsettling
downina*hetter” environmont
and perhape better security.

However, her hopes were
Fashed when her *hushand”
wasarrested by the police carly
this year, just before the twins
were born.

She saxs vhe does not linow
why he was arrested and ber
efforts to Lrace him in the py-
lire colls have firilod.

Bhe =ays she has been forced
twrunback tothestreetsto beg
toJeed herchildien.

Winn we found her om a ve-
randa aleng Muindi Mbingu
Jtreet, a streel she has made
lier bame, <he was putting her
babivs ina carton Lor an after-
HLUHME 1A,

Unlike vther strect moth-
ers and children, Mwende
and her children are clean,
fn fact her twins have be-
come lthe a hlozcoming rose
which vvery passers-by is
tempted Lo pick,

We were eonvinced she was
nol in the «treel: by vhotee

when she asked us to find ouat
whether there wasany charity
thatconld rehubilitate herutd
the children,

And, as Mwende angd her
childeen continue to spend
night afler night in the cold,
she hopues as the sun goes down
and the light is replaced by
darkness af the night, her

“traubles, too, will be buried in

the darkne -s.

She hopes ax the bight takes
the place of darkness in the
morning, & b nevolent hand
will he extended 10 reaneh out
forher.evenitoaly tuliclp her
thildren,
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Chl|d abuse on the

ROM the cases reported
onrapeolminors, and hat-
tering of children by their
rrarents and guardizns, chil-

dren’s nghtw are still I)ng
vialated in Kenya, This is de-

- spite Kenya beinga signatory

to the Canventlion on the
Rights af the Chikl.
The hasic children rights

' are registration of birtl, im-
- munisation, education, care
- and protection, health- care,
| proteetion against chitd ba-

bour, prolection againsg

I almsn by parents, and other

custodians, sexual exploita-

- tion, and proteciion againsgt

conflicts.
Most cummunities in Kenya

- measure a chiids worth by the
- amount of work the child is ca-

pable of doing.

The girl-child i the most af-
lected, wilh parents opting lo
educate boys,

The girl-child is faced with
more social problems and ex-
pectations. However, thanks
to changing attitudes, their
enrolment in schools has im-
proved,

Her role within the family
unit are defined. She is ex-
pecied to wake np early to go
and fetch water und complete
the household chores before
she tan go Lo school.

Their counterparts in urban
areas are better-off. Statistics
on primary schogl enrolment

; indicate an upward trend,
while the giri-ehild s perform-

ance in pationalexominations
lias eqqually been commend-
able,

The disparity lw:tween rurn)
and urban areas 1= an indica-

By Joyce Mkaluma -

tor ufhow social classes are re-
spunding Lo the needs of the
grrl-chitd.

There are other areas where
the law is silent with regard o
children's rights, es peually
batiering or punishment.

A case in poinl is that of six-
year-old Patricia Rankathali,
whu brought charges against
ber mother Ntauleng, for
shuse, neglect, and atsault for
trying to discipline her when
she played truant.

This is a precedent as more
chargescuuld be brought tothe
South African courts as chil-
dren become aware of their
rights.

Most children iu Kenya are
nolaware of the Conventionon
the Rights of ihe Child, thus
they continue to swfTer brutal-
ity inthehandsoftheir parents
and teachers.

Some are forced Lo work Lo
aseist their parents.

Girlsare forced toleave their
rural homes for urban areas to
work as ayahs, while being
paid meagre wages. Buys are
forced to seek cheap labour in
the rural areas, instead of at-
tending school,

The Permanent Secretaryin
the Ministry of Labour and
Human resource Develop-
ment Dr Kangelhe Gitu, said
fart month that over four mil-
linn children sged between six
a#nd 16, may be involved in
child labour.

I the Governnwent is aware
of this, why is there no action
being taken Lo help these chil-
dren? A case highlighted

increase in Kenya

recently by the KTN of the ab-
ducled Wajir girt, cxposes the
gapexistinginourlawsregard-
ing children’s rights: Who has
a right to confline a child
against her will?

Anather case of 1tk year- old
Julia Chepskogei, whose em-
pleyer inflicted serious
injuries on her and refused (o
take her to hospital,

She was left bleeding
throughout Lhe night, and this
but a tip of the iccberg of the
suffering children ave sub-
jected to.

More children are being
furced into the streets due Lo
abuse and neglect.

Lack of appropriate shelter
and food are sune of the factors
which contribute (o children
secking a better life in the
streels,

Their dreams are not realised
aslifeinihestreetsis hard andis
asurvival forthe fil{est.

Inthestreeisthechitdrenare
often forced into snilfing glue
and crimes which lead to their
death, Recenlly, a case was
published where some Kenyan
street children were lured Lo
the Democratic Republic of the
Cuango, to fight alongside the
rebels with a promniseof money
and better life,

Willtheirhopesherealisedor
they will returntoscavengein
the gtreets?

The yet-to-be tabled Chil-
dren’s Bill ia nol clear on 1he
well-heing of the girl-child. 1t
is stitl silent on how issues re-
lating to child abuse and the
need to improve their adinis-
sion lo learning institulions,
eanbe addressed,

s



	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	00000004
	00000005
	00000006
	00000007
	00000008
	00000009
	00000010
	00000011
	00000012
	00000013
	00000014
	00000015
	00000016
	00000017
	00000018
	00000019
	00000020
	00000021
	00000022
	00000023
	00000024
	00000025
	00000026
	00000027
	00000028
	00000029
	00000030
	00000031
	00000032
	00000033
	00000034
	00000035
	00000036
	00000037
	00000038
	00000039
	00000040
	00000041
	00000042
	00000043
	00000044
	00000045
	00000046
	00000047
	00000048
	00000049
	00000050
	00000051
	00000052
	00000053
	00000054
	00000055
	00000056
	00000057
	00000058
	00000059
	00000060
	00000061
	00000062
	00000063
	00000064
	00000065
	00000066
	00000067
	00000068
	00000069
	00000070
	00000071
	00000072
	00000073
	00000074
	00000075
	00000076
	00000077

