
Memory, Prophecy and Commitment

on this day in the most solemn manner around the Eucharistic Lord, united with our Lord and Master, v,reopen the doors of this College that is "on tr," tnr""t.rota J';y""prLg change,,(Fr. shorter, prmcrpal,s A,utuarRcport 2002' p' 1) The "Tangaia Extensions' rvill r.." n" 
"""''pr*". rfr" r.rrritrrui- i+ liinuro), 

""."pt rnuorogv

{ll;tfli**:;ti"i'.t:ffi:::il:Tii:':n'i::"j;ml;:;+1r*=:x*fl*:i1dfilt*r".Jj5"%of consolidation" (Principal's Artrunt Report 2002, p. r1. liir 
" 

p*i"a 
"i ."i"r"r"i"g,?ii-l 3iJ,r".,g,L""r"g ,r,"colleq''' q1 12ki1* stock of thinss, of clarifying beti". in" a."i'r, of our functioning, of strengthening the bonclsthat c-xist between the various"sectorg progrimrne", 

"na 
i.rriii,.,tu, or the cottugeT wit;;;;'f;;""". forgertingto look forward' It shall be a period in which r.r,e slialt .";;;;". the past rvith gratitude, look forrvard to thefuture rvith great confidence, and live ttt" pr"""r,i *,iti-".ii"ri".- and greater commitment. It is a time cimemorv, prophecy and commitment.

MEMOIE.X THE RELIGIOUS ETHOS OF THE COI-LEGE
The Israelites' and later Christians' were calJed upon so often by God and his prophets to "remember,, (Deut 5:.-.5)

ffi"-6nX'Str,,?""1liii:T.1 m X;,* ;t-L"::*i'v. 
ror the priprrets aJ ,"".r'*..L"*. 

""#roo rangaza has tc,",i'"*r,". w" *r,o^io.-,r," ioa-,i o?;..ffi:IitffT:y"i:;:il,fi'"tl?Iffiilii:Tiiil;
Otur 

identitll Whar shall we remen:ber? tt t ut i, ou, ia"niin,Z
- 

*":,:T:"',";:'5*J"l:i"?,".:;11.".fi.J:i:_,j"::;T,:tilffi:Iiil:::ili'j"ftrt?::,i::J;1,,ffL.i*:,r:
eration of a number of provinces or Regiols of Retgious aoJ/ or Missio.rary Congregations to provide for the the-ological and ministerial education of tl"i. t""p""ii?u ,il"il 

""q 
19. tr," p."r"'r"ii""i""i'."tigo'. training ofother Christians' Being a College of.theReligio;;a ,},"lii"riry 

"r 
,r,e studenrs being religious it cerrainly strivesto lirr. a retigious ethoi disting-uishing it fro; *Le;".;;;il; or mgher leaming.

This leads us to the next qu€stion: lvhat is the specific religious ethos that we are strivrng to live? what Iintend by our "religious ethoj'is.o". .rtut..t"rirti. siiJ 
"" 

p.opt" *t o"" tirr"" .." froro.,.rdry founded on themvstery or Christ and the rrinity, who have " ,".y ,f"JirL'."i;;;il; ffiir:#l',il u." i"o,," or th.Transfigured Christ in the Church'and for the Ci-r"i liiriz-"rrrrra:! 14,r:\Being peopre who are guided bythe spirit of holiness' we afe a sign of cornmunio.r, u.ri u'-ur.irustation of God,s t-ove in the world, especiallythrough the wav we live (cf. Johi r::as1 a.,d,h;;;;;; render (cf. ]ohn 13: 15). It is a christian commu_

iil*l"i,X S":XH::i,**tn tr'"i' iir" 'r .r"ar"""", p."*,)' and cirastity beai p,"pi.,i. witness to the

This is the religious ethos of the college and we have to remind ourselves of that today. Tangaza is notanother College like the rest, but a Colleg"e *h.ru .rr"., u.,i -o-"., who have been consecrated to God in aspecial way, come tosether. ,*:.,! :*g, :y p*p-" ii,"r*"rres together with tt-ai;i;"" and peoples ofother faith lt is a communitv characterised by iep".,a"n"" o., Coa, .";l;" ;tdi 
";;;ll"icar simplicity andausterity, hard rr.ork, obedience,.and ..-*ii.""ii,. ci"i,. 

Ition here florvs from this origrnar commitment io God ancl J.Tfti;""# ""ological 
anJministeriil prepara-
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.ilepecullilrii].i1oL!:].iji.]:,,i,.i,.:(..llie;:cilrlli'ir'r-''i,;'iii.tics.,i..cll.''C]lr'j:tili':.

,1.. C;11:;;. i,.. i:.-r ofir'"ptir"d ii', c Lht' t,nc tirri-'tiatr li ca'itrn ol cliscipleship Bv er.rrL'r'acing ia'v (.i-'risLiais Ta:rgaz-a

Ciollege ircpes r,o \n.jtness tai tjlc i 
"lir, 

uii1.-io-'u,, tifc'r"i-,ethc' ii i: ia 'r'corls(,.'ralcd or .'-iaitled' u'iil.rout 
'lt 

rhe sa*e

tirne de]]l,ing or nelrtralis;ng tirest-' s;per:itic \-.rccrilons. l-ivin;, ar,ci learnir'g side-by-side n'ith the re'ligiclus' the lav

Chiistian cai.r come t0 kncw.,nd l()\'t: betrcr the lifc of a re)igious in"'ho is callecl io li\]e r"n a proplretic arrd visibie rca\

,,ire ,,profoui:d cuifiguration t. ,ir"'":y;"i' c,i ci-,risr' (\ic ltr). on lhe otirer l',ancl for the rcligious;' it is a tinle io

,l."iru." il" a",ritrlof the Cl^'ristiat' ttcttlor r.o'ation arr'i to serl'e it t'ihoie he'ritcdlr"

PROPHECY: A I{ONDERFUL GIFT OF GOD FOR THE CHURCH AND FOR AFRICA

our icien^tiry as people u,hose lives are deeplv transfot'med by God's gracc, ancl as people ulho are ct-rlrtntttted t'-

a serious cl,.rality preparation for miJ.,ry u*oi-rg Cna'r family is'profoundly prophetic. It is an invaluable gift to tl.:e

Church ",:'a wli,,ie and especially to God s tan ly in Africa'

We kno.,v ver.y well that the mission of God's family certainly emblaces many tasks, chief anl.rtrg thern to<lay

bchg cver-coming ethnic tensions and diYisions. It has a major iule to play in th; face of divisions caused by the

coexistelrceofethicgroupswrth.lifferenttraditions,languages,andreligions,andthemutualhostilitygenerated

'j, 
-i1e situation. We, huifirrg f.oJo.,". OO ."i!*g"iio". *iti aeep diveisities of age, 

-gender, 
culture, nation, etc,

:,,-e at the 
'erv 

heart of the Cir"r.1t ""i , a..ii'J elemetrt for her mission of being a "sacrament of unity" (LC 1)

l;;;r: il;:j;-i"r, "i,r...i 
i}."rlh und *"-b"r" of this College are at the'anguard to overcome such civi-

sjoirs of exclusivirm, pu.tt.,rturtsi, ;;;i;;; ,;; excessi'e.ethnocenirism.'l'hrough our life as people profoundly

fait}:fuI to the Gospel, *.u *,tn".,,tu tlre rich varicty irnd dir.ersitv of tlrc sons and daughters of God and ca]l

t\ e'-\onc to ullllv. , , .,)
h4oreo'er through the acceptance of the e'angelical counsels, ra'irich is "an integral Part of the chulch s hte (vL

3), r,,,e call the rrorld back to m*"-funaa*entuico"1.,el values of eYangelical simplicity' obedience to God's u'ord

and commitment to tt 
" 

6r,gao''r-ii;,r.,g1, .*, por,"iry ,.,e rtitness to tie values of a simple life-style' of travelling

light like the many nomadic trilres of Afiica, or shuri,rg wiih the poor, of solidarity and social cohesion, of the reai

r,vcalth of interperso'al relatio'shipi "i 
,*an"""l c.il'tur" a,.,d wisdom, etc We do this esPecially when our con-

ternporary societiu, uru u"i'rg "r;i;Jif -ot"riuti"r',, selfishness, gross social incqualities especially in the distribu-

tio r'ot we.rlth, family feuds for rrealth and the like'

Sirnilarly, our life of consecrateci chastif is a mtrch-needecl.prolfrelic l,nsy-er,1:-t]r1^:.1i]*rrt 
sociery* with its

procreative emphasis oJ marriage, anf 
19 

th9 conlemporary.'ixiely 
- 

nder the ongoing perYasive power ot pan-sex-

ism and exploitahon ot sex, tne?oral disorientation of youth anithe manipulations of the.media with its anti-Icii-

ga,;;ri";- Thr""gh u lif"-gi.,in; celibate life we witness to the rvorld God's original intentions in creatin' us sexu-

al. narnelv for love an"1 ...*"it.r" i"r.-C"" 2i-:2i-2s) and to the truth that "nothir-rg is impossible to God" (Lk l:37)

ar.:ci to a ierson whose iife has been overtaken by I-Iim'

our life of obedience on the other hand is a life of constant listening learning' dialoguing and living a life root-

ed in Ci.rrist. This i. u ,-","",ro.r oiuiiLbirruri.t"r. u, *"tt u. authoritariaiisms in our life and our society' It is a choice

lo stud); to leam God's waYs'

As prophetic people we prepare ourselves for ministry Th,e efforts that we make here' our studies'tir:t-T:i1|

."r ;iJ;il, u." 'ult de"pty p-in"tit We train ourselvej here so that we can be quaiified mini

l'ell the destructi'e power oi i;;;;a-nce, and its dark effects.on our people' "My people perish for wani for knowl-

etlse,,. (Hosqa 4:6) cries yahwef; ilJ -""i,. Uri"g them to 1ight, the ligirt of thi Gospel, the light of nrodern scien'

tifii advances, the light o{ au*entic relations'

Weknownorethaneverthatthetrarrsmissionoftheevangelicalmesgage.isparticularlyarduousintoday'S
worid, especially b".u,-t," ,o'nJ o'i ou' to"t"o'potutl"t are submirged in cultural ambiences that are often ignorant

of any spiritual or inner dimension, in religioui confusion provoke"cl by the proliferation.of many denominations' in

the on-going c1ang". ur,a o*ui.J;*., ir., tf," truaitlonat reiigio,rs a.td cr.ltuial set-ups of our societies' and in situa-

tions where essentiuUy *"tur.ii"il uspects prevail. We are-prophets being touched, healed and prepared by God

before being sent to tfrutrr. U".,1" *" "ulr,oir"ie.tth. 
path o{ serious study,-reflection and qualified preparation and

the waming is dis-ur, "sio"" yo., yo**lG"irt"a miwledge, so I shall relect you from my priesthood" (Hosea 4:6)'

COMMITMENT

Hence $,e commit ourselves to our life as Christiars alrd/or religious and to our study/work here at Tangaza l

urge that we in th" "o*rg 
y;, .orrrrrrli orrrs.trres to wolk to achiJving three major goals. The first of these focus-

es on the unity and identity of ian!i"",-ilt" r""o"a o" the academic maltters, and the third on the financial sector'

WecommitourselvestobuildatTimgazaCollegeonesingleGod-centred
and people'oriented community of committed peoPle' 

.

while encoiriaiing responsible autonomy and effective coilegiality'



Tangaza College has to be CINE College. rn irose utiry, is foundcd on ihe contnon-tootedr'ess of ail its lllcirib.rs iri

the onetod of Jesirs Cl.rrist, the one missiJn of |esus and his Churclr, and sharing in tl-re mission and goal of thc Coilege

as described in the Statuies. Being faithful to the original vision of the College r 
"e 

try to safeguard and encouiage its

religious ethos, while creating a immunity made oi religious and lay, n-Lale and {€male, students, teachers and sup-

por:tive staff, working togethe"r for formation in collaborative ministry. We commit ourselves to a relationship of oPen-
'ness, sinceriry mutuil re"spect, generosity and love. We carry olrt our sPecific tasks while collaborating rvith the rest

we reiect all s€lfish tendencies of isolationism, both as individuals and as institutes/ programmes.

We live our oneness in diversity. Our diversity here comes primarily front out origins, our genders, religious

charisms, and the areas of our study and specialisation. We don't have to deny these nor lose these. In fact tht'y have to

be embraced, supported and encouiaged. Aowever these diversities are lived in a reconciled unity. Tangaza is one, as the

di,rers" personai academic, charismaltic and spiritual riches of the members are duly respected, cherished arrd sl-rared.

we commit ourselves to safeguard and develoP the academic standards and
academic integrity of the College.

We are here to study, a study that rvill affect our lives first of all, and God-willing the lives_ of many others Some

of the matters that we jeam are meant pritnarily to affect uS in our existence, while some others are meant to be a

tool for ministry. Both are important and both should be the goal of our studies. As we proceed in life we must dis-

cover and live the close bond between thought and action, belief and mission. Our studies illumine our

thoughts / beliefs and determine what we do, namely our mission in life. For the students of theology se|ious studv

a.d isearch will help them see and experience the unity of faith we profess and live. The unity and harmony of this

svnthesis will constitute a new argument for the truth of the faith and give meaning to our existence. For all of us

/nowledge will lead us to greaterlreedom and commitment / Iove. That is why today we want to commit oumelves

to learning, to educatio4 to a life of serious academic engagement'

Safeguarding academic standards and integrity will include taking steps to prevent possib._le. abuses, Putting iu

place so"und acaiclemic policies where there might be loopholes, creating a procedure for the affiliation of new insli-

iutes / programmes, developing further the libialy and the development of Masters Programmes where it is neces-

,ury und i'onu"rrient. Both ihe;logy and Social Ministry would like to develoP Master's Programmes. These initia-

tives should succeed well. For that we need the commitment of everyone here'

l'angaza College especia\ through its Academic Board, has put in place policies, guidelines and regulations for

the intalke, curriculum iontent and development, academic standard and integritv. These need to be revisited and if
necessary revised in order to safeguard the academic quality of ihe programmes offered as well as the goal of eacir par-

ticular l;siitute / Programme. Sorind procedures need to be worked out for the affiliation of new programmes, for the

accurate and safekeJ ing of the academic gradeg and authorised giving out of Academic Diplomas, Certificates and

Ir{ark List. Students need to be encouraged to be original and scientific, and to be helped in their study and rcsearch.

We commit outselves to make the College financially accessible to all,
especially to local African congregations and laity.

Towards this we commit ourselves to the values of evangelical simplicity'

In the thought of Tertullian, the creator of western ecclesiastical terminology, simPlicity and power are God's

qualities, wh Jwhat takes place in human and idolatrous undertakings is great show and 
-e-xpense. 

That was

Tertullian,s way of putiing the evangelical message of poverty in spirit (Mi 5:3; 11:5; Lk 4:18; 6:20;7:77; Lk 2I:2,3;2

Cor 6:10), whi;h w; havJernbraced-willingly. Simplicity of life and an inner detachment from worldly Possession

is the choice that all of us have made. As commitied Christians working and studying at Tangazawe are attentrve

to the pauline teaching: "For the love of money is the root of all evils; it is through this craving that some have wan-

dered away from the fiith and pierced their hearts with many pangs" (1 Tim 6: 10) and the rerninder from the author

of the Letier to the Hebrews, "Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has

said, 'I will never fail you nor forsake you"' (Heb.13: 5).

We renew our commitment to these teachings today. Our commitment to the College would also mean we are

opting for a simple style of life and functioning here at Tangaza, to avoid all unnecessary, unproductive and waste-

tut exienditures, anitaking extreme care of the College property. We are iust stewards and we have a duty to take

care ol it so that manv others who will come later can use it as well.

Living in the context of Kenya and Africa where the income is
College accessible io all, especially to local African Congregations
finaniial office has succeeded well in bringing about much transparency and putting in place aPPropriate pro-

cedures for making the budget so that there ls a clear supervision of the financial resources. We still need to

study the various ixpendituies to see how and where the financial resources are spent and whether a greater

propo.tion of the financial resources could be used for academic matters and initiatives including the purchase

bf good books. We commit ourselves to such a worthy cause today'

the
the

low
and

for very many, we need to keeP
lairy During the past few Years
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I"ANGAZA, A GIFI] OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Tangaza college is a gift of God through the special intervention of_Mary to the Church and the people ofAfrica She is the nother of this. CollJge, the name Tangaz,a itself having a reference to the event of theAnnunciation 

9f 
the..1ng9l to the Blessed Virgin Mary. sJ-,e Jus11i1s y1 on our iourney of academic arrd spiritu-al preparation for a life of qualified service to the Church and all God's peopr"l r. r,"'. -" ""t.ust 

our new year,and our plans and programmes for the future;

To yoq O Virgin at the Annunciatioo
We entrust the College and each one of us today,
That all ou.r endeavours to prepar€ orrrselves for ministry
Mav bear fruit.

NAuL" th" Colt"ge, O N,Iothea
An instrument of sapiential and scientific leamins
Capable of founding and consolidatin A
The whole edifice of the academic anJpastoral formation
Of future presbyters and ministers.

O Virgin of the Annunciatiory
May the time we spend in Tanzaza
Be a special time oi silence anjwarhng,
Of love and com.munior;
Of searth for God and love of brothers and sisters,
Of scientific leaming and research,

, Making this community
A privileged expression of the Church.

O Lady of Afric4 Mother of us all,
Be speciaily mindful of the peoples of Africa
Obtain the gift of peace to a-ll 

-

Tom apart by hatred, resentnmt and racism
Obtain freedom and forgivmess
To those under the weiellt of sin.

May your Son's law of l-ou" *ir, ou". *d unite all hearts
So_ that together we may sing the glory
Of the Father, the Son ana the Hoiy Spirir. Amen.

Vrgin-Mother at the Armunciitior; pray for us

Fr. George lbcholickal, SDB
Principal - Tangun College


