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	External Examiners’ Comments

	Serial No.
	Comment
	Action 
	Page No.

	1.
	Operational Definition of Terms:  The candidate does not indicate how the variables and concepts will be measured in the study.  Suggestion; Measurement be indicated or the candidate uses ’Definition of Key terms without adding the word ‘Operational Definition’ 
	Corrected.  The Definition of the Key Terms was used and Operational definition was left out.  See the title on page Xiii
	Xiii

	
	CHAPTER ONE:  INTRODUCTION

	2.
	1.4 Background to the Study:  The candidate implies that all widows live in deplorable situations.  This is not necessarily true 
	Corrected.  On page 2 under 1.4, paragraph 1, line 1 -7, the statement has been revised.    
	2

	3.
	1.5 Statement of the problem.  Use ‘According to Project International (2020)’. 
	Corrected. There was the use of ‘According to Project International 2020’ (See Page 5, under 1.5, Paragraph 1, line 1).
	5 

	
	 In addition, when you say ‘There are studies done in Kenya, you need to mention what each study focused on and where it was conducted.  This helps to convince that what your study was actually missing in Literature and therefore adds value to the existing body of knowledge 
	Corrected:  There was the mention of each study and what they focused on (See page 5 under 1.5 on Statement of the Problem Paragraph 2, line 1 -4)
	5

	
	Have two or three paragraphs instead of one long one.  
	Corrected.  On page 5 – 6, under 1.5, the statement of the problem was divided in two paragraphs as suggested.  
	5 - 6

	4.
	1.7.  Objectives.  How do you intend to achieve objective one?
	Explanation:  Objective one was to explore the socio-economic empowerment challenges affecting widows’ sustainable self-reliance in Kajiado West- Sub-County.  The findings are documented and may be used to create awareness on the challenges facing widows for an intervention (See page 25, under 2.5, paragraph 1, line 4-9.  Also see pages 46 – 47, under 4.5.1, Table 4 and the explanations  
	25, 46 - 47

	5.
	1.9 Significance of the study.  Your last point should come first.  That is why you are doing this work
	Corrected.  The last point was on academia, and was placed first (See page 7 under 1.9, Paragraph 1, line 1 – 3).
	7

	6.
	1.10 Scope of the Study.  You mention that the studies focussed on the poor widows.  
	Explanations:  It was already mentioned that the study focused on the poor widows on page 7 under 1.10, paragraph 1, line 2).
	7

	
	You have stated that you are carrying out this Study in Kajiado West because it is where most of these poor widows have settled yet you do not give us any figures to see the ‘many’ or compare to be certain.  So, then how do you know that they are many in Kajiado West without comparison?
	Explanation:  This information was not put under the scope of the study (See the information on page 7, under 1.10, line 1 - 6
	7

	
	CHAPTER TWO:  LITERATURE REVIEW

	7.
	2.3 Theoretical Review:  The candidate did not indicate the limitation of the empowerment theory by Zimmerman
	Explanation: The limitations of empowerment theory is already indicated on page 11, paragraph 4, line 1 -8
	11 

	
	CHAPTER THREE:  METHODOLOGY

	8.
	3.2 Research Design.  The research design is appropriate.  But you need to give its advantages over others and what questions it will help in answering
	Corrected.  The advantages of the research design were expanded (See page 30, under 3.2, paragraph 2, line 1- 6, Page 31, and page 32
	30 - 32

	
	You mention a cross-sectional survey, who was subjected to it?
	Explanation:  It is already indicated on page 31, paragraph 1, after Figure 2, line 6 -7. 
	31

	
	Which of the two main approaches to phenomenology did you use-Descriptive or interpretive?  You need to specify and explain how you went about it.
	Corrected.  The interpretive phenomenology was used.  The widows narrated their experiences during the interview and the researcher interpreted the information (See page 31, paragraph 3, line 1 -2, to page 32, paragraph 1, line 1 -4).
	31 - 32

	
	On whom was phenomenology used?  All widows or a few? And How?
	Corrected.  Phenomenology was used on few widows particularly those who were interviewed.  See the last paragraph of page 31, paragraph 3, line 1 – 6.
	31

	9.
	3.3. Location of the Study.  The candidate needs to give scientific justification for the choice of the location.  Why was the study not conducted in Siaya or Trans Mara?
	The detailed explanation was already given on page 1, under 1.2, paragraph 1 and  page 2 under 1.3, the description of the situation analysis of widows in Kajiado West Sub-County.  Those who had sought help and prompted the research were from Kajiado.  
	1 - 2

	
	You must also give a reason for selecting 3 Wards out of the five existing ones; Why Keekonyokie, Loodokilani and Mosiro?
	The reasons are already given on page 32 under 3.3 Location of the study paragraph 1, line 4 -6
	32

	
	What you have given is not sufficient?  How did you establish that those widows living there are poor people?  You need evidence -statistics could help
	The reasons are already given on page 32, under 3.3, paragraph 1, line 4 - 6 
	32

	10.  
	3.4.  Target population.  Wells of Hope (NGO) is the only NGO dealing with widows in that area?
	The information regarding the target population was drawn from the registry of Well of Hope NGO and that was the focus in this study as shown in 3.4 of pg. 33.  So far, no other NGOs is known to the researcher in Kajiado West Sub-County working with widows.  
	33

	11.
	3.5.  Sampling Frame.  Were the 8 Key informants’ part of the 90 selected for the study? 
	The 8 key informants were not part of the 90 selected.  They supplemented the information needed on widows.  See page 33 under 3.5, paragraph 1 line 5 -6.  Also, on Table 2 on sampling matrix page 35
	33, 35

	12.
	3.5.2.  Sampling Technique.  If you did not use stratified sampling method.  How did you get the sample percentages?  If you used Mugenda 30%, were you treating the target population as sub-populations or one population? Pg. 31 and 32
	Corrected.  Stratified sampling method was used.  See page 34, under 3.5.2, paragraph 1, line 4 -9.
	34

	
	The Sampling Matrix Table 1, now table 2 does not indicate the Key informants
	Corrected.  The sampling matrix now includes the key informants. See table 2 on page 35
	35

	13.  
	3.6.  Research Instrument.  There are four instruments for data collection, two for widows and two for key informants. For the widows, how were both instruments used?  There are two tools for widows; 1. A survey questionnaires and 2. Interview guides.  How were they utilized.  Were the same widows interviewed using the both tools? How?
	Questionnaires were administered to 90 widows (See sampling matrix page 35).  18 widows were interviewed separately (see the sampling matrix page 35 and Appendix 15 page 119).  8 Key informants were interviewed as indicated in the sampling matrix page 35.  Thus, there were different widows who were for the questionnaires and different widows for the interviews.  As the widows were filling in the questionnaires, the researcher was interviewing other widows for the same information 
	35, 119 

	14.
	3.8.  Data Collection Procedure Pg. 34 now in pg. 35.  You state that the researcher and research assistants distributed the questionnaires to the sampled population – did all the interviewees have capacity to read, understand and fill in the questionnaires?
	This was a foreseen limitation and the research assistants were prepared to help in interpretation. See page 8 under 1.11, paragraph 2, line 3 - 4.
	8

	
	CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS

	15.
	4.5.1 Socio-Economic Challenges Facing Widows.  In this research, qualitative information gives a better understanding of the challenges these widows face in society.  But the Likert data in this study is not properly analysed.  The Candidate has analysed individual questions on an attitudinal/opinion scale.  So, is this a Likert Scale or a Likert-type questions and therefore data?  If this is a Likert Scale, then the analysis needs to be revisited.
	The Likert data in this study is properly analysed.   The Convergent Parallel Mixed Design used in this study as shown on page 31, figure 2, requires the individual analysis of the quantitative questions.  Therefore, quantitative data from questionnaires were coded, entered in a computer, and analysed using the Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) version 21 as already indicated on page 38 under 3.9, paragraph 1, line 4 - 9.  Descriptive statistics generated in a form of frequencies and percentages summarized the quantitative data and presented it in frequency distribution tables as shown in table 4 page 46.  
	31, 38, 46

	
	4.5.2.  Advocating for the Rights of Widows.  The term ‘right’ was not defined or operationalized on page Xiii, it is therefore it is hard to tell what it stands for.  It is always important to define and operationalize concepts and break them down to variables or indicators
	Corrected.  The term ‘right’ has been defined (See the 6th Paragraph on page Xiii).
	Xiii

	
	Figure 6 now figure 7 does not have an academically presented title.  Check on pg. 48 now on page 51
	Corrected.  The Title was revised
	51

	
	Considering the level of education of the respondents how easy were they to understand their rights in terms of law of succession, property right and women land rights.  Did you educate them first?  Did they adequately understand these issues?
	With the help of the interpretation of the research assistants, the widows were able to understand the questions and respond appropriately (See 4.2 on Description of Research Participants line 4 and 5 on page 40).  Also, even though some of the widows were not learned, they had lived in their land all through with their spouses, cultivated and dependent on it entirely.  So, when such like land is forcefully taken away, they know that they are denied their rights.  See Page 53 paragraph 2, line 1 -5 
	40, 53

	
	Do you think that getting them educated on their rights will change their situations, now that even those who claim to know their rights (32%) are still in the same state as the majority who do not know their rights.
	It is assumed that through advocacy the widows will be enlightened more on their rights and pursue them as indicated in page 51 under 4.5.2, paragraph 2, line 3 – 7.  There is power in Knowledge that can bring the transformation needed (See page 52 Paragraph1, line 4). Majority of widows will be able to access their legal interventions (See page 53 paragraph 6 line 3. 
	51, 52, 53

	16.
	4.5.3 Objective 3:  Income Generating Activities.  The Candidate did not define “Income Generating Activities”
	The term is already defined at 2.3.4 under Income Generating Activities to empower widows page 19 paragraph 1, line 1 – 2.
	19

	17.
	4.5.4 Objective 4:  Suggestions on the Training Skills to Empower Widows.  Figure 7 now Figure 8 Title needs to be re-done.  
	Corrected.  The title for figure 8 was revised
	61

	
	Why are narratives missing in this objective?  It would have been interesting to know exactly why they opt for some businesses and not others.
	Corrected.  Narrations has been included (See page 62, paragraph 3, line 1 -5 and paragraph 4 line 1 -4.  Also see page 63 paragraph 3, line 1 – 5.  Reasons for choosing one business and not others are also given.  
	62 - 63

	
	Where did the responses from key informants go? Social workers, Chiefs, Religious leaders?
	They are already indicated.  See page 47, paragraph 5, line 1.7, Pg. 49 paragraph 5, line 1 - 3, and Pg. 55, paragraph 4, line 1 -10.  Also see page 59 paragraphs 3, line 1 -3, and on page 65, paragraph 4, line 1 - 4.  The points were expounded.
	47, 49, 55, 59, 65

	
	
	
	

	
	CHAPTER SIX:  SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

	18.
	6.4 The candidate could number the recommendations 
	Corrected.  The recommendations were numbered
	77- 79

	INTERNAL EXAMINERS’ COMMENTS

	
	PRELIMINARY PAGES

	1
	The title page should read “degree in”
	According to the Tangaza guideline, it reads “degree of”.  Therefore, it remained
	Title Page

	
	Prof. Getui is yet to sign the thesis, there is need for that or a formal explanation of that gap
	Pro. Getui will sign the thesis
	ii

	
	The abstract should be re-written clearly state the research problem and relate the theoretical perceptive with the aforementioned problem
	The abstract was maintained as it provides a clear summary of the study 
	v

	
	The Abbreviations and Acronyms should be organized in alphabetical order
	Corrected.  The Abbreviations were organized in alphabetical order
	xii

	
	CHAPTER 1

	2.
	There are general grammatical mix up, please undertake a detailed editorial work
	Corrected.  The work was edited 
	1 -8

	
	How did you make the conclusion “? Due to prostitution, some widows have children they are unable to raise, and others contracting HIV/AIDS disease?  What is the source of information?
	Corrected.  The statement was revised and sources were cited on page 2, paragraph 2, line 5 -7
	2

	
	There is a general narrative that widows are helpless and are doing nothing as they wait for the likes of the researcher to go and help.  This theoretically problematic
	At insertion (1.2. pg.1, paragraph 1, line 6 - 7), it is highlighted that the widows who had sought help from the religious congregation were desperate but the help given was not sustainable.  That is why the researcher proposes empowerment as a solution.  
1.3. On situational analysis of widows pg. 2 paragraph 2, line 1 -3, shows what the widows are doing to survive and the challenges involved.  From the research finding, 4.5.1 (page 46 – 50) on socio-economic challenges, is evident that there are myriad challenges facing widows that seeks attention.  Furthermore, the responses from the study participants (57 - 60) shows that they are engaged in various activities even though those activities are not sustainable. 
	1, 2, 46-50, 57 -60

	
	The problem of the study is stated “. To analyse the lack of socio-economic empowerment of widows, which has hindered their realization of self-reliance leading to perpetual dependency on charity for their survival”.  This framing is presumptive and allows no clear puzzle for the researcher to solve.  There shall be need to clarify this research problem and make it more precise
	Corrected.   The statement of the problem was revised on page 6 paragraph 1, line 1 - 5.
	6

	
	The specific research objectives are largely presumptive- they should be reframed e.g., question three reads “…What income generating activities can empower widows to be sustainably self-reliant in Kajiado West Sub-County”.  This could read, “What are the empowerment strategies that could enable the widows in Kajiado West Sub-County to be sustainably Self-reliant?
	The specific objectives on page 6 under 1.7, remained as they are because these are the ones used to collect the data. 
	6

	
	The background discussion is incomplete as it does not give the reader an impression of what the widows are doing to improve their lot.  There is also no mention of any particular manifestation of widowhood in Kajiado West Sub-county
	Corrected:  The information was added to the background on Pg. 5 Para 1 line 7 and 8.  There is also the mention of Kajiado West Sub-County on page 6 para 1 line 5.
	5, 6

	
	There is brief mention of insertion which does not take into account.  There is an emphasis on numbers (large scale presence of widows but very little qualitative materials)
	The first part of this statement of the internal examiner is not clear.  For the second part, there is no mention of large-scale numbers under insertion section (See page 1 under insertion).  
	1

	
	CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

	3
	The array of Literature engaged is weak and inadequate.  The researcher does not seem to make use what the supervisors have written extensively on this subject
	The researcher had made use of other scholars work on the subject (See the citations under Literature review from page 9 - 29)
	9 - 29

	
	There is reference to Literature from Asia, Africa and USA.  Beyond statistics, what are the similarities and differences of the experience of widowhood in these Countries?
	At the Background (1.4), pg. 2 line 5 & 6, it indicates the common global challenges facing widows.  On page 3 para 3, 4, 5 and page 4 paragraph 2 shows the unique challenges of widows in each region.  

 2.4.2 On Income Generating Activities, page 20 - 22 shows some interventions that has been done in some parts which can be borrowed or replicated to help widows elsewhere.  That is why there were examples from NGOs initiatives in some countries 
	2, 3, 4, 20 -22

	
	The concept of empowerment is weakly defined as the meaning assigned does not respond to the questions of:  The systematic factors that cause or accelerate vulnerability; the idea of empowerment as process and outcome; the idea of empowerment as a collective venture i.e., where are the widow’s associations?  Where is the place of social reforms?  What is the role of Empowerment in the shift towards sustainable change?
	Empowerment as defined here addresses the purpose and objectives of the study.  There are also various empowerment strategies suggested to mitigate the widows’ challenges
	77 - 79

	
	On the concept of Advocacy – It would be useful to create certain basic distinction such as advocacy with and for.  Your approach could also benefit by taking an anthropological approach – meaning you should ask how Maa indigenous community takes care of its widows
	It is already explained on page 15 paragraph 1 line 5- 8, and 16 paragraph 1 line 3 - 6.  
The study widows were from different backgrounds not from Maa community alone even though all of them live in Kajiado West.  The theological reflections on page 66 – 72 sheds light on the values that can be borrowed on the care of widows.      
	15, 16, 

66 -77

	
	There is enormous reference to NGOs report – How authoritative are they?
	In the whole Chapter two, NGOs Reports cited are few compared to other literatures cited (See pages 9 – 29). The reason why some of the NGO’s reports were considered is because they are the ones on the grassroots dealing with vulnerable people such as widows and have initiatives that can be replicated elsewhere.  See for instance on 2.4.3 on Income Generating Activities to Empower widows page 21 paragraph 2.  Also, the reports considered were from International bodies such as the United Nations which can be relied on (See page 19, second last paragraph).
	9 – 29,19, 21

	
	The theoretical framework is lacking and the conceptual framework diagram drawn on page 27 now page 28 is unclear
	The theory of empowerment provided the theoretical framework of the study as indicated on 2.3.1 page 10 - 11 and the explanations was given as to why it fits in the study.

The conceptual framework is explained on page 27 - 28
	10 -11, 27, 28

	
	
	
	

	
	CHAPTER THREE: METHOD

	4
	The study could be overrating quantitative procedure
	Both quantitative and qualitative are shown 
	30 - 38

	
	The Study location – Which part of Kajiado?
	The location was already indicated as Kajiado West Sub-County; Keekonyokie, Llodokilani and Mosiro Wards (See 3.3. Location of the study)
	32

	
	A detailed characterization of research population would have aided our attempt to provide further review
	The information on target population is provided.  See on page 33 under 3.4.
	33

	
	CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS

	5
	The study findings are well presented.  However, there is need for triangulation of variables
	The study had applied a Convergent Mixed Design Method and not Triangulation Method. See figure 2 on page 31.
	31

	
	Where is the Key informant Data
	They are already indicated.  See page 47, paragraph 5, line 1.7, Pg. 49 paragraph 5, line 1 - 3, and Pg. 55, paragraph 4, line 1 -10.  Also see page 59 paragraphs 3, line 1 -3, and on page 65, paragraph 4, line 1 - 4.  The points were expounded.
	47, 49, 55, 59, 65

	
	How did you decide that the widows require training?
	At the insertion on 1.2-page 1 paragraph 2, the widows had challenges and interventions given was not sustainable.  That prompted to search for an empowering strategy such as training skills to help them.  The research finding on page 61 also revealed that majority had no any training skills and that was a hindrance to employment.    
	1, 61

	
	Once the specific objectives are reframed, there can be further work to address how to organize the data
	The specific objective on Income Generating Activities remained because it’s the one used to collect the data in the field. 
	57 -60

	
	The singular narrative of victimhood is very problematic and could undermine the scholarly positioning of this thesis
	The narratives reported the exact data from the field
	40 - 65

	
	Who said that Christianity does not allow widows to engage in cleansing rituals?
	This was a response from an interview with the study participant in the process of explaining why she was not involved in traditional widow cleansing ritual. See page 50 paragraph 1, line 1 - 6.
	50

	
	You talk about widows losing land, which land and how? Isn’t most land community land?
	In traditional African context men inherit land from their fathers and is passed on to their son to cultivate and depend on.  So, the land referred in the study belonged to the widows’ spouses which was either inherited or bought but after death, the widows were forcefully evacuated.  See the testimony on page 48 paragraph 3, and 5.
	48
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